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BEST SELLERS
{ 2025 }

1.	 Wild Dark Shore  
– Charlotte McConaghey  

2.	 Orbital – Samantha Harvey  
3.	 Ghost Cities  – Siang Lu 
4.	 Glorious Exploits  – Ferdia Lennon
5.	 What We Can Know – Ian McEwan
6.	 The History of Sound – Ben Shattuck
7.	 The White Crow – Michael Robotham  
8.	 One Hundred Years of Betty   

– Debra Oswald  
9.	 James – Percival Everett 
10.	The Inheritance – Kate Horan  

1.	 The Let Them Theory – Mel Robins
2.	 Always You – Chloe Fisher    
3.	 Memorial Days  – Geraldine Brooks 
4.	 Unsettled – Kate Grenville  
5.	 We are the Stars  – Gina Chick  
6.	 Dirtbag Billionaire – David Gelles
7.	 The Chairman’s Lounge  

– Joe Aston  
8.	 The Creative Act – Rick Rubin 
9. 	 38 Londres Street – Philippe Sands  
10.	Woodside Vs The Planet   

– Marian Wilkinson  

FREE SHIPPING  
OVER $100 AUSTRALIA WIDE { ORDER TODAY }

FICTION NON-FICTION

11.	 Magic Beach  – Alison Lester  
12.	 Costa’s Garden: Flowers  

– Costa Georgiadis  
13.	 The Boy, The Mole, The Fox and The 

Horse – Charlie Mackesy
14.	 Hello Cocky: A stickybeak at the 

cockatoo – Hilary Bell  
15.	 Goodnight Ocean – Skye Taylor
16.	 Guinness World Records 2025  

– Guinness World Records
17.	 Runt and the Diabolical Dognapping 

(Runt #2) – Craig Silvey  
18.	Holes – Louis Sachar
19.	 Blueback – Tim Winton  
20.	Bluey: Pull My Finger and other Dad 

Jokes: A Father’s Day Book – Bluey  

KIDS / YOUTH

 BOOKOCCINO EVENT AUTHOR   AUSTRALIAN AUTHOR   AWARD LISTED / WINNER
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66 Old Barrenjoey Road  
Avalon Beach NSW 2107

p.	 (02) 9973 1244 
e.	 hello@bookoccino.com.au 
w.	 bookoccino.com.au

OPENING HOURS 
Monday to Saturday – 8am to 5pm 
Sunday – 9am to 4pm

CONTRIBUTORS 
cover artist.	 Ben Waters 
cartoonist.	 Tom Gauld   
art direction.	 Will Farge

FOLLOW US 
instagram.	 @bookoccino 
facebook.	 @bookoccino 
 

SUBSCRIBE TO  
OUR NEWSLETTER

FOR BOOK NEWS, REVIEWS AND EVENTS

Hello Readers, 

2025 is coming to a close.  
Can you believe it! 
It’s time to slow down, switch off and pick up a good 
book. The holiday season is the perfect time to swap 
scrolling for page-turning, and there’s no better place to 
do so than Bookoccino.

Whether you’re after something thought-provoking, 
heartwarming or fun - our booksellers are here to help 
you find your next great read. 

Founded in 1992 in the sleepy surfing village of Avalon 
we are now 33 years old, an iconic Northern Beaches 
institution and must-visit destination. Over the years, 
we have helped generations of readers discover the 
thrills of literature. 

Now owned by Pulitzer Prize winning journalist 
Raymond Bonner in partnership with bookseller Sally 
Tabner, we are dedicated to preserving and expanding 
upon our rich traditions. Bookoccino is now busier than 
ever, influencing and building a home for culture on the 
Northern Beaches.

This year we were proud sponsors of the Walkley Book 
Award. Our congratulations to all of the nominees. The 
world needs journalists like you. 

Sally was this year named Bookseller of the Year by 
BookPeople, the industry association for booksellers. 
It marks 10 years working in an industry she loves. 
In support of the award, internationally best-selling 
local crime writer Michael Robotham noted that “Sally 

has been instrumental in creating a vibrant hub for 
conversation, reading, discussion and debate that has 
enlivened the community”. Here’s to another 10 years! 

In this Summer Reading guide we feature stunning 
cover art by Ben Waters, an interview with Booker 
Prize-winning author Ian McEwan and the reading 
recommendations of renowned authors Geraldine 
Brooks, Anna Funder, Barbara Demick, Jane Perlez, 
Viet Thanh Nguyen, Nick Bryant. It is a delight to put 
these editions together for you. We hope they will 
help guide you toward reading and giving stories this 
summer. 

Inside you’ll find bestselling books, including McEwan’s 
literary masterpiece, What We Can Know, alongside 
Elizabeth Gilbert’s memoir, All the Way to the River, 
and the mystery thriller-cum-environmental warning 
Wild Dark Shore by Charlotte McConaghey. 

Many of you are looking for comic relief and escapist 
fantasy. If so you won’t want to miss Alchemised; The 
Funeral Crashers; or Dan Brown’s long awaited Secret 
of Secrets’. For great beach reading don’t go past The 
Names, Heart the Lover or A Great Act of Love.

In nonfiction, two of the most compelling and 
consequential works are by journalist friends of Ray’s – 
Here Comes the Sun, by Bill McKibben is a harbinger of 
environmental hope while 1929: The Inside Story of the 
Greatest Crash in Wall Street History, by Andrew Ross 
Sorkin, who worked alongside Ray as a young reporter 
at The New York Times, and has extraordinary parallels 
for today. 

For those drawn to history and cultural inquiry, 
look for Robert Macfarlane’s Is a River Alive, Tyson 

Yunkaporta’s Snake Talk or Troy Bramston’s definitive 
biography of Gough Whitlam. 

We often hear that reading is in decline, especially 
among children. You’d never know it from a visit to 
Bookoccino. Our children’s section is always full of little 
people sprawled on the rug. Our 2026 kids favourites 
include The Lone Husky by Hannah Gold, Runt #2 by 
Craig Silvey and the adorable Hello Cocky by Hilary Bell 
and Antonia Pesenti. You can find us reading stories to 
kids every Tuesday at 10am.

Looking ahead, we’re planning an exciting year of 
Bookoccino Events, beginning with a star-studded 
panel in January to discuss Donald Trump and what his 
second term means for Australia and the world. With 
Geraldine Brooks, Nick Bryant, Jane Perlez, and Bruce 
Wolpe.  You’ll find more information on upcoming 
events on page 22.

Bookoccino has always been more than a bookstore, 
a haven for sanity, a place for reading, coffee and 
laughter. We recently added a whimsical but thoughtful 
new policy: No computer work on weekends. Leave your 
laptops at home, be present and enjoy the weekend with 
books, family and friends.

So, whether you’re after the best coffee in Avalon, 
served by the friendliest baristas in all of Australia, 
or looking to expand your life with literature, we look 
forward to welcoming you to Bookoccino this Summer.

Wishing you a wonderful summer, 
and plenty of time to read. 

Ray, Sally and the Bookoccino Team. 

we’re more than a bookstore

WELCOME
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for me feels like I am playing, but a type of playing 
that involves challenges, decisions, risks, analysis, 
contemplation and energy. That’s why it makes me 
feel alive. 

Did you always know you were a painter?

No. I always felt comfortable drawing, not 
painting. It wasn’t until I realised that maybe 
I should just try and draw with a paintbrush. 
Painting made way more sense for me then.

Do you have favourite local places to visit?

Yes, but it always changes. At the moment, it is 
a combination of Angophora Reserve, Bangalley 
Headland and the view of the trees around our 
house.

What has been the biggest challenge in 
your creative life so far?

To find a way of committing to the life of a painter. 
It is not the most solid career choice, but it is for 
me the most fulfilling.

What are you reading?

Sand Talk by Tyson Yunkaporta

Interview by Sally Tabner;  
Images courtesy of  
Ben Waters

{ DISCOVER BEN’S WORK TODAY }

I also like that if you draw a horizontal line on a 
piece of paper that it can be a horizon line on the 
ocean. One line and you can instantly represent 
something so complex. When I am painting the 
water, I think I am drawing on a lot of these 
connections. 

Headlands fascinate me because they counteract 
the movement of the ocean. They are sturdy 
strong forms or volumes that appear to rise out 
of the ocean. You can explore the macro world of 
shells and rocks at their base, or you can climb 
them and experience an elevated view of the 
beach, the water and the surrounding area. A lot 
of my paintings have this elevated view. There is a 
beauty and optimism in that view that I am drawn 
to express. 

This area has an abundance of trees. As a child 
I used to struggle to draw them, but I loved to 
climb them. It wasn’t until we moved into our 
house in Avalon that I really noticed the trunks 
of trees. We have a large window in our lounge 
room that frames 4 gum trees but the framing 
blocks both the canopy and the root system. It 
was a revelation to realise the trunks had so much 
going on. Blemishes, sagging bark lines, sap lines, 
hollows, ant trails.. Then it rains and it all changes. 
Then the bark comes off and it changes again. In 
painting trees, I was initially looking at the trunk 
and painting all these elements that eventually 
represented a tree. Trees create focal points but 
also negative spaces to see the view behind. My 
favourite experiences observing Pittwater come 
from both the memories and experiences of 
walking through the trees and looking through 
the gaps between them.

How do you work? en plein air, 
from memory, record, or even the 
imagination?

I have tried Plein air, but I am most alive 
painting from sketches and memory in my 
studio. I also find that if I am not painting 
a particular place then my imagination is 
also free to roam. I am less worried about the 
painting being a correct representation of 
the place. This creative painting freedom 

Waters

“

Ben
You were born and raised in on the 
Beaches. What does this place mean to 
you?

I grew up in Newport and ended up in Avalon. 
School was Avalon Primary then Barrenjoey 
High. As a result, I spent a lot of time with 
friends here, swimming and then surfing, riding 
bikes and skateboards around the streets, often 
between friends’ houses. The area holds a lot of 
memories. Some I can articulate but others are 
pure feeling. I often go to a place and get a strong 
emotional resonance from earlier years that isn’t 
chronologically clear but is memory none the less. 

For about 10 years, I visited and often lived in a 
house at Coasters Retreat. As a surfer attracted 
to the waves I hadn’t explored Pittwater much. It 
had a very strong impact on me, although I don’t 
think I realised how strong at the time. Staying 
overnight at Coasters, sometimes for days at a 
time, I saw a different landscape and rhythm to 
life, one defined by nature with a slower passage 
of time. I also realised the water wasn’t still, there 
were currents and wind patterns that were always 
changing. 

Living with my wife and bringing up kids in 
Avalon allowed me to create new memories 
and overlap old ones. I liked the idea that the 
landscape of this area was holding not only my 
early memories but also was a vehicle to create 
new shared ones. It wasn’t until returning from 
living on Lord Howe Island for two years that I 
truly felt ready to paint in this area. I realise now 
that even though I started by painting actual 
places, particularly Barrenjoey headland, I was 
in fact endeavouring to express, through paint, 
what I felt about having the privilege to access 
natural places that were mostly unpopulated and 
that allowed for silence and thought and memory. 
So, as well as Avalon being the place where our 
home is, it is also the home of many personal rich 
experiences and feelings that in lots of ways tell 
my story.

Your work features water, headlands, 
trees. Do you feel particularly drawn to any  
one of these features? 

Yes, but at different times. The water has always 
held sway over me. Like many people who live by 
the coast, the water, or getting into, onto or under 
it is a way to wash off the things in life that might 
otherwise be tricky or hard to navigate. It is also 
a place to feel weightless joy or to challenge your 
skills or recognise recurring patterns in nature. 

COVER ARTIST INTERVIEW

Even though I started by 
painting actual places, I 
was in fact endeavouring 
to express, through paint, 
what I felt about having the 
privilege to access natural 
places that allowed for 
silence and thought and 
memory.
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Ray loves ...

The Poet’s 
Game
Paul Vidich
No Exit Press – $34.99
...........................................................

A fast-paced 
espionage thriller. 
Deceit trumps 
deceit. A former 
CIA agent (or is he 

really ‘former’), his CIA wife (or is she). 
Who’s spying on whom? Who can be trusted? 
Resonates with real individuals today. A 
perfect beach read.

Dirtbag 
Billionaire
David Gelles
Text – $36.99
...........................................................

Dirtbag – a term 
of endearment 
for outdoorsmen 
uninterested in 
material wealth, 

happy to sleep in the dirt. A vagrant and 
anti-authority Army misfit, Yvon Chouinard 
revolutionized rock climbing, began selling 
hand-made pitons in a chicken coop, and 
founded the iconic Patagonia sleeveless 
fleece. His idealism – save the environment 
– clashed with capitalism, which encourages 
people to buy more. For everyone interested 
in the environment, business, ethics, or just 
likes a compelling biography.

The Director 
Daniel Kehlmann
Riverrun – $34.99
...........................................................

Based on the 
legendary filmmaker 
G.W. Pabst. In 
Hollywood he 
achieved renown for 
socially conscious and 
sexually frank silent 

movies, and launching Greta Garbo. Never 
fully accepted, he returned to Germany, 
making a Faustian deal with Goebbels and 
movies for the Nazis.. “Curiously prophetic of 
what we now have to endure here,” Salman 
Rushdie said at a New York launch party for 
The Director.

1929: The 
Inside 
Story of the 
Greatest 
Crash in Wall 
Street History  
Andrew Ross 
Sorkin
Allen Lane – $39.99

.........................................................................................................................

By one of the most respected and widely 
followed financial journalists, editor of The 
New York Times Deal Book. Fast easy read, 
of the crash and the aftermath, told through 
the characters from officials to ordinary ‘man 
on the street’. From private correspondence 
and previously unpublished minutes of Fed 
meetings. Frightening parallels with what’s 
happening in Washington and on Wall Street 
today – the greed, the corruption.

Here Comes 
the Sun 		
Bill McKibben	
W.W. Norton – $49.99

...........................................................

Truly a must read 
for every Australian, 
of whatever political 
persuasion, whether 
you care about the 

Great Barrier Reef or your gas and electric 
bill. After more than twenty books and nearly 
four decades years of hammering away at 
the perils of climate change, beginning with 
The End of Nature (which I read leaning 
up against the wheel of single-propeller 
plane in the Congo), and acquiring a literary 
reputation for ‘dark realism,’ McKibben now 
offers hope. It’s the heavens – the sun and 
the wind. Only politics is stopping us from 
reaping the benefits of this free resource.

Sally loves ...

Is A River 
Alive
Robert 
Macfarlane
Hamish Hamilton – 
$55
...........................................................

I get excited every 
time a new Robert 
Macfarlane book 
is announced. The 

British nature writer travels to three great 
rivers to meet the activists, artists, lawyers 
and scientists fighting to restore and protect 
waterways. His inquisitive mind, sensitive 
observations and keen intellect are fully 
employed here, building the case for a legal 
‘rights of nature’ movement.

The Rot
Evelyn Araluen
University of 
Queensland Press – 
$24.99
...........................................................

Evelyn Araluen is no 
wallflower. In this 
latest poetry collection 
she holds nothing 

back, noticing, calling out and grieving 
a world that feels lost, mad, unhinged. I 
wouldn’t use it as a ‘stocking stuffer’ but for 
anyone who loves literature and thinks deeply 
on the present moment in history its an 
essential and cathartic read.  

Snake Talk 
Rot
Tyson Yunkaporta
Text– $34.99
.............................................................

An absolutely 
irresistible read. 
Yunkaporta excites 
and invites the reader 
to think about the 

snake differently, sharing a multitude of 
serpent stories from indigenous cultures 
the world over. His writing style is first rate: 
funny, loose, imaginative. The stories, much 
like Greek myths, are full of cold-blooded 
betrayals, epic acts of heroism, punitive 
punishments and hot action! Adam and Eve 
are just one version of many. It certainly 
makes Western rationalism look dry.  

A Truce that is 
not Peace 
 Miriam Toews
4th Estate – $28.99
.............................................................

You’ll find no escapism 
here either. Rather a 
full frontal attempt 
to reckon with a 
life of tragedy and 

loss. Toews shows herself (once again) to 
be courageous, tangential writer willing to 
explore the recesses and difficult corners with 
humour, heart and grit.

Mary loves ...

Always 
Remember
Charlie Mackesy
Ebury – $49.99
.......................................................

We all know, and 
love, The Boy, The 
Mole, The Fox and 
The Horse and the 
beauty of it. Always 

Remember is breathtaking. The words within 
the pages are heart felt and Charlie’s art is 
utterly gorgeous. This is a book for all ages 
and one that will last forever.

All The Way 
To The River
Elizabeth Gilbert
Bloomsbury – $34.99
...........................................................

Liz Gilbert lays 
everything out on 
the table. This book 
is a very, very honest 
account of her own 

addiction and her journey into recovery. It’s 
about having a partner who relapses and 
the sheer horror of it. But, it’s also a love 
story and although there are accounts of 
truly horrendous moments there are also the 
moments that are incredibly beautiful and 
tear jerking. There are books that will lead 
many people into recovery and this is one of 
them.

Soni loves ...

The Signs
Dr Tara Swart
Rider – $36.99
...........................................................

Dr Tara Swart is a 
PhD neuroscientist 
and Oxford University 
trained medical doctor 
who delves into the 
realm of intuition, 
the nature of 

consciousness and the ‘signs’ we may dismiss 
as synchronicities. An eye opening read for 
those wanting to experience life with it’s 
unlimited potential and endless possibilities.

Always 
Remember
Charlie Mackesy
Ebury – $49.99
...........................................................

This new book from 
Charlie Mackesy 
delivers the heart 
warming, life 

affirming words we’ve all come to know and 
love from The Boy, the Mole, the Fox, the 
Horse. Filled with beautiful illustrations and 
positive messages, this one is not just for the 
kids, it’s for the home.

Snake Talk
Tyson Yunkaporta
Text – $34.99
...............................................................

Snakes have long been 
feared by many, yet 
what if they are not just 
hunters and destroyers, 
but symbols of creation, 
transformation and 
universal knowledge? 

This book follows the tail of the serpent 
through ancient lore from all over the world 
and how these mythic stories can still bring 
guidance and meaning in our modern day life.

.

Bea loves ...

Gravity Let 
Me Go  
Trent Dalton
4th Estate – $34.99
...........................................................

Trent delivers once 
more with his familiar 
and quintessentially 
Australian prose, 
disguising a story 

about family, love and compromise behind 
the guise of a gritty murder mystery. 

Annie loves ...

Evenings and 
Weekends 
Oisín McKenna
4th Estate – $34.99
...........................................................

Set during a 
simmering London 
heatwave, an 
ensemble cast of 
characters with 

equally simmering tensions confront their 
secrets and dilemmas. And there’s a whale 
stuck in the Thames. Evenings and Weekends 
is the perfect summer read.
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 The Safekeep
Yael van der 
Wouden
Penguin – $24.99
.........................................................

In 1960s 
Netherlands, the 
quiet domestic life 
of our meticulous 
protagonist, Isabel, is 

shattered when her brother’s girlfriend, Eva, 
comes to stay at their family home. However, 
Isabel’s life is not the only routine disrupted. 
While bomb craters have been filled and 
buildings reconstructed, van der Wouden 
reckons with holes in Dutch collective 
memory and the echoes of World War II.

Noah loves ...

Be(Wilder)
Daryl Jones
New South – $32.99
..........................................................

This powerful 
collection of true 
short stories 
inspires the reader 
to appreciate and 
remain inquisitive 
about how 

animals and humans must coexist for the 
preservation of these natural systems. From 
studying the rock ptarmigans in an arctic 
tundra to the bearded pig’s role in shaping 
the Bornean rainforest, Jones epitomises the 
enjoyment of his travels, whilst also serving 
as a reminder of the impact of our species on 
these precious ecosystems.

Katabasis
R.F. Kuang
Voyager – $34.99
..........................................................

This novel 
intertwines the 
stressful, competitive 
world of academia 
with the descent 
into the underworld, 

transforming Cambridge into the courts of 
hell as a poignant portrait of scholarship 
and success. Kuang’s writing is sharp 
and implicit, alive with philosophical and 
intellectual depth, which elevates every page. 
With its fusion of intertextuality, intellect 
and myth, Katabasis epitomises a haunting 
descent into the heart of human ambition.

Emerald loves ...

Walking 
Through 
Clear Water 
in a Pool 
Painted 
Black
Cookie Mueller
Canongate – $27.99
..........................................................

”Why does everybody think I’m so wild? I’m 
not wild. I happen to stumble onto wildness. 
It gets in my path.” Cookie lived a rebellious, 
admirable, profound punk life. These stories 
capture it all- raw, honest, and unforgettable. 
It’s my bible.

Foster
Clare Keegan
Faber – $22.99
..........................................................

Set in 1981 rural 
Ireland, Foster tells 
the story of a young 
girl from a struggling, 
overcrowded family 
who is sent to stay 

with relatives on their farm for the summer. 
In their quiet, caring home, she experiences 
affection and stability for the first time. But 
as the summer draws to a close, she must 
face the inevitability of returning home. A 
small gem for a humid summer afternoon.

Rosie loves ...

Slow 
Days, Fast 
Company
Eve Babitz
New York Review of 
Books – $26.99
.........................................................

Slow Days, Fast 
Company is series 
of short memoirs 

detailing Babitz’ life as the golden girl of LA 
in the 60’s and 70’s. We witness her complex 
love for the city, her romantic life and her 
insights on fame as all around her people 
are becoming, to trying to become famous. 
She captures both exciting and mundane 
moments with wit and glamour. It feels as if 
she’s telling you gossip, while simultaneously 
hitting you with a sharp analysis of feelings 
you haven’t put into words yet.  

Katie loves ...

Moral 
Ambition
Rutger Bregman
Faber – $22.99
.........................................................

This book is a 
powerful call to use 
our talents for the 
greater good rather 
than prestige or 

profit. Bregman challenges us to rethink 
success and channel our skills toward 
solving global problems like climate change 
and inequality. His personal stories inspire 
hope and encourage us to think of and work 
towards a better future for everyone. A book 
that makes you question your priorities and 
how you spend your life. A great gift.

Phosphores-
cence 
Julia Baird 
Harper Collins – 
$36.99
........................................................

Julia has a wonderful 
way of sharing 
valuable topics that 

will enhance your life, without making you 
feel  you are being lectured or interrogated 
on your current failings. Every page stirs you 
to be a better person, quietly, thoughtfully, 
without asking for anything in return. Part 
memoir, philosophy and science - she offers 
wise and uplifting counsel to us all.

Scan the QR Code to Book a Free Property Appraisal

We don’t just sell
local - we are

local.
Avalon Beach

(02) 9973 2999

avalonbeach@ljhavalon.com.au

(02) 9979 1111

newport@ljhnewport.com.au

NewportExperience 

The Difference

office@ljhpb.com.au

(02) 9974 5999

Palm Beach
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ANNA FUNDER

A Truce that 
is not Peace
Miriam Toews
4th Estate – $28.99
............................................................

I loved Miriam 
Toew’s A Truce That 
Is Not Peace. It’s an 
incredibly personal, 
powerful memoir in 

short, sections that are moving, funny and get 
about as close as possible to life – and death 
– as it may be safe to go. She tracks almost 
exactly my generation, in all our messiness 
and boldness. Extraordinary writing from a 
writer at the absolute top of her game, daring 
all.

Highway 13
Fiona MacFarlane
Allen and Unwin – 
$24.99
............................................................

I adored Fiona 
MacFarlane’s 
masterful Highway 
13. It’s a tour-de-
force of storytelling, 

mind-blowingly good. In softly, barely 
interlinked stories of huge imaginative 
power about everyday people, MacFarlane 
gives us a kaleidoscope of fates very vaguely 
linked to a highway murder that stays firmly 
in the background. MacFarlane chooses to 
foreground our common humanity, detailed 
in the most subtle but powerful —and 
beautiful—ways.

CHARLOTTE 
MCONAGHEY

Dream State
Eric Puchner
Sceptre – $34.99
.............................................................

This clever, big-
hearted family saga 
unfolds against 
the heartbreaking 
backdrop of a 
warming world. 
It moved me and 
amused me.

Heart The 
Lover
Lily King
Canongate – $32.99
.............................................................

Warm, wise and 
tender, King is a 
genius at writing raw 
and true relationships, 
and her characters are 
always to die for.

Foster 		
Clare Keegan
Faber – $22.99
............................................................

I am working my 
way slowly through 
Keegan’s backlist, 
each of them is such 
a treasure. Foster is 
achingly lovely, and 
like all her work, it 
contains a universe in 

so few words. 

GERALDINE BROOKS

The Names
Florence Knapp
Phoenix – $32.99
.............................................................

For a debut novel, I’ve 
never read anything 
quite like it. At its 
heart is a sliding 
doors moment: a 
woman defies her 

controlling husband and gives her son a name 
she chooses, rather than the one he decrees. 
The dramatic events that follow unspool in 
a triple-braided narrative that explores life’s 
chances, its possibilities, pain and promise. 

One Hundred 
Years of Betty
Debra Oswald
Allen and Unwin – 
$23.99
.............................................................

A whole-of-life novel 
that intimately follows 
one woman’s journey 
through Australia’s 

consequential changes over the past century.  
It manages to be both achingly familiar and 
utterly surprising. 

Paper Girl
Beth Macy
Penguin – $23.99
.............................................................

The best explanation 
of America’s slide into 
its poisonous present.  
Macy wrote Dopesick, 
a feat of immense 
empathy and outrage.  
Here, she returns to 

her small-town Ohio homeplace, and explains 
how this once-liberal community became a 
MAGA stronghold.

NICK BRYANT

What We Can 
Know
Ian McEwan
Jonathan Cape – $34.99
............................................................

For me, Ian McEwan 
slipped from being a 
‘must-read” author 
after the misfires 
that started with 

Polar. But his latest novel centered on the 
climate emergency, What We Can Know, is 
certainly his finest since On Chesil beach, 
and maybe his superlative work. Excessively 
English, excessively upper middle class, 
and excessively esoteric for sure - even the 
handyman enters into a spirited debate about 
adverbs. But this literary adventure, set both 
in the kind of future we dread and a here 
and now we don’t properly safeguard and 
appreciate, is an exhilarating read.

Memorial 
Days
Geraldine Brooks
Hachette – $34.99
.............................................................

Memorial Days, a 
rumination on grief 
from the pen - and 
soul - of Geraldine 
Brooks, is another 

reminder of the fragility of the present. 
Reading it spurred me to reach for the 
seminal Confederates in the Attic by her late 
husband Tony Horwitz. Though published in 
1998, it’s an essential guide to Trumpland.

PAUL VIDICH

The Peacock 
and The 
Sparrow
I. S. Berry
No Exit Press – $23.99
.............................................................

A stunning debut 
about an aging 
CIA case officer at 

the end of a lackluster career during Arab 
Spring in Bahrain.  The award-winning 
novel beautifully captures the ambiance of a 
teaming port city in the midst of unrest where 
people aren’t who they appear and no one 
can be trusted.  Tense action that mixes with 
a beautifully rendered depiction of one man’s 
descent into despair make this spy novel an 
instant classic.

On Java Road
Lawrence 
Osborne
Vintage Arrow – $22.99
.............................................................

Hong Kong is the 
setting for Osborne’s 
2022 novel. Students 
are protesting and 
pro-democracy 

demonstrations are being crushed with 
escalating violence by Chinese authorities 
and pro-Beijing gangs.  Everyone is on edge.  
No one else writes “thrillers” as languid as 
Lawrence Osborne’s and this novel is no 
exception - a leisurely mystery that could be 
mistaken for finely observed travel memoir, 
except that the sudden disappearance of a 
woman needs explaining.

The Mission
Tim Weiner
Harper Collins – $34.99
.............................................................

Weiner’s new book 
on the CIA follows 
his 2007 National 
Book Award winner, 
Legacy of Ashes, 
which provided a 
history of the CIA 

from its creation after World War II through 
the Cold War.  Weiner, formerly a New York 
Times reporter who covered the CIA, brings 
forward his history of the agency through 
the War on Terror to the current crises in 
the Ukraine and Asia.  Full of first-person 
accounts of Washington myopia and covert 
adventurousness.   

VIET THANH NGUYEN

Empire’s 
Workshop
Greg Grandin
Picador US – $34.99
..............................................................

This very readable 
2006 book may 
be what you need 
to understand 
why the Trump 
administration is 

so fixated on conquering Panama, sending 
people to a horrific prison in El Salvador, and 
demonizing Venezuela. In short—the USA has 
a long history of testing its foreign policy in 
Latin America, with disastrous results for the 
people who live there.

Salt Houses
Hala Alyan
Windmill Books – 
$32.99
.............................................................

I’m not usually a fan 
of multigenerational 
family stories, but 
Alyan’s novel won 
me over with its 
moving, intimate 

depiction of three generations of a Palestinian 
family uprooted by the Nakba and scattered 
across different countries. The people of this 
family are flawed and human, desiring and 
vulnerable, making lives as they are buffeted 
by historical forces far beyond their control.
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BARBARA DEMICK

 

Things in 
Nature Merely 
Grow 
Yiyun Li
4th Estate – $32.99
.............................................................

How do you cope with 
an unfathomable loss? 
Yiyun Li seemed to 

have a charmed life as a celebrated author, 
with a cushy teaching appointment at 
Princeton University, a loving husband and 
two brilliant teenage sons. Until one, and then 
the other six years later, committed suicide. 
But the plants in the garden continue to grow; 
life goes on, as Li writes in a profound and 
unexpectedly uplifting memoir.

Flashlight
Susan Choi
Jonathan Cape  – 
$34.99
............................................................

This novel about a 
dysfunctional family 
spans decades and 
continents, with 
the story traveling 

back and forth between Japan and the 
United States with a few terrifying detours 
along the way. It’s surprising and fresh and 
succeeds wildly from both a psychological and 
geopolitical perspective.

JANE PERLEZ

Daughters of 
the Bamboo 
Grove
Barbara Demick
Text  – $34.99
...........................................................

My favorite book this 
year. Exposes the 
violent separation 

of Chinese parents from their children by 
overzealous enforcers of the One Child 
Policy. And the unknown complicity of the 
Australian and American’s who adopted 
children thinking they were doing good. A 
Chinese family with identical twins lost one 
of them to an American family; they were all 
re-united - by the author. Moving, true and 
extraordinary.

Breakneck
Dan Wang
Allen Lane  – $55
............................................................

The rivalry between 
China and the US 
is between a state 
dominated by 
engineers, and one 
run by lawyers, 

concludes the author, who was born in China, 
and has worked in tech in the U.S.. China is 
good at building high-speed trains, bridges 
in difficult places, skyscrapers; and the US 
is good at stopping things. He shows in easy 
prose how China has EVs, solar energy, and 
industrial robots; and the US doesn’t have a 
functional infrastructure. A great read.

Bookoccino is proud to champion Australia’s finest works of 
longform journalism - by reporters whose insight, courage, and 
compelling narratives enrich our national conversation and 
contribute to a better Australia.

Congratulations to the 
journalists who made 
the 2025 Walkley Book 
Award longlist.

THE  
LITERARY QUIZ

1.	 How many of Ernest Hemingway’s ten novels were 
published posthumously?

2.	 Which of Shakespeare’s plays features a sorcerer named 
Prospero?

3.	 Who’s last words were “My wallpaper and I are fighting a 
duel to the death. One or the other of us has to go.”? 

4.	 In Pride and Prejudice who does Jane Bennett marry?

5.	 In which year was George Orwell’s book 1984 published?

6.	 Jacob Marley and Bob Cratchit are characters from which 
Dickens novel?

7.	 What does the JD in  
JD Salinger stand for?

8.	 Who wrote the novel Moby Dick?

9.	 Who famously left  
his wife his “second  
best bed”?

10.	 In which mythical land are the Lord of the Rings  
books set?

11.	 What is the best selling book of all time?

12.	 Who won the Booker Prize in 2024?

 - Answers page 9
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Pictures  
of You
Tony Birch
University of 
Queensland Press 
-  $45   
..........................................................

The best of acclaimed 
writer Tony Birch’s 
short fiction from the 

past two decades. Drawing from his oeuvre, 
this anthology showcases his skills at finding 
the extraordinary in ordinary lives, and the 
often-unexpected connections and kindness 
between strangers. By turns poignant, sad, 
profound and funny - and always powerful. 
Throughout this stellar collection, Birch’s 
preoccupation with the humanity of those 
who are often marginalised or overlooked, 
and the search for justice for people and the 
natural environment shines bright.

Mischance 
Creek
Garry Disher
Text - $34.99   
..........................................................

Mischance Creek 
is the latest in the 
Australian rural crime 
series by bestselling 
author Garry Disher, 

featuring the beloved local copper Hirsch. 
Hirsch is checking firearms. The regular 
police audit: all weapons secured, ammo 
stored separately, no unauthorised person 

with keys to the gun safe. He’s checking out 
people, too, responsible for the welfare of a 
scattered flock of battlers, bluebloods, loners 
and miscreants.

Mad Mabel
Sally Hepworth
Macmillan – $34.99
...........................................................

From the New York 
Times bestselling 
author of The 
Soulmate and Darling 
Girls comes the story 
of Mad Mabel. They 

called it murder. She called it justice. In1959, 
at just fifteen years of age, Mabel Waller 
became the youngest Australian in history to 
be convicted of murder. In 2025, on a quiet 
Melbourne lane, an elderly man is found 
dead by his neighbour, 81-year-old Elsie 
Fitzpatrick. No one suspects any foul play. 
Until they discover Elsie’s past. In the 1950s, 
her name was not Elsie. It was Mabel, Mad 
Mabel. But is she mad? More importantly, is 
she guilty?

Gravity Let Me Go
Trent Dalton
4th Estate – $34.99
.........................................................................................................................

Noah Cork has just published the scoop of a 
lifetime: the white-hot true crime book of the 
cold-blooded killer who slipped an unfolding 
murder mystery into his mailbox. But if this 
is his moment of triumph, then why is the 
tin roof being ripped from the walls of his 

reality? Why are 
skeletons standing 
upright in his closet? 
Why do people want 
to run him over in the 
street? And why does 
his wife keep writing 
a cryptic message 
across the bathroom 
mirror? As a severe 
storm cell heads 
towards Brisbane, 

Noah is hurtling headfirst into a swirling 
storm of secrets. He must now cling for dear 
life to the only story that ever really mattered. 
He must hold on to the truth. He must hold 
on to the story. He must hold on to love.

Last One Out
Jane Harper
Macmillan – $34.99
...........................................................

A dazzling new novel 
from the queen of 
Aussie crime. In 
a dying town, Ro 
Crowley waits for her 
son on the evening 

of his 21st birthday. But Sam never comes 
home. His footprints in the dust offer the only 
clue to his final movements. One set in. One 
set out. Five long years later, Ro returns to 
Carralon Ridge for the annual memorial of 
Sam’s disappearance. The skeletal community 
is now an echo of itself, having fractured 
under the pressure of the coal mine operating 
on its outskirts. But Ro still wants answers. 
Only a few people remain. If the truth is to be 
found in that town, does it lie among them?

Anxious 
Hearts 
Guy Sigley
Echo – $34.99
...........................................................

Kelly O’Mara 
is relentless in 
her pursuit of 
excellence. In her 
late twenties, she’s 

an outstanding junior doctor preparing 
to sit her specialist paediatric exams. She 
will sacrifice friendships, a social life and 
romance to be the best among her peers. 
But this self-imposed pressure means she is 
constantly on edge - an explosion waiting to 
happen. Written with insight, compassion 
and humour, Anxious Hearts is a heart-filled 
exploration of love, mental health and the 
impossible standards we set for ourselves in 
an ever more demanding world.

A Great Act  
of Love 
Heather Rose
Allen and Unwin – 
$34.99
.........................................................

Van Diemen’s Land, 
1839. A young 
woman of means 
arrives in Hobart, 

with a young boy in her care. Leasing an 
old cottage next to an abandoned vineyard, 
Caroline Douglas must navigate an insular 
colony of exiles and opportunists to create a 
new life on this island of extreme seasons and 
wild beauty. An enthralling tale of legacy, love 
and the making of champagne by the best-
selling author of Museum of Modern Love.
 

Everyone in 
this Bank is a 
Thief 
Benjamin 
Stevenson
Penguin – $34.99
...........................................................

Ten suspects. Ten 
heists. A puzzle only 
Ernest Cunningham 

can solve. He has spent the last few years 
solving murders. But a bank heist is a new 
one, especially when Ernest is one of the 
hostages. The doors are chained shut. No-one 
in or out. Which means that when someone 
in the bank is murdered, hostages become 
suspects.

The Hidden
Bryan Brown
Allen and Unwin  – 
$34.99
..........................................................

The Heads was 
once a small village 
on the NSW north 
coast. Now it’s a 
large village with a 

lot of action below the surface. A shipment 
of coke, a crime squad investigation and a 
drug overdose keep the local sergeant busy. 
Someone is preying on the women of The 
Heads. And what does the discovery of rosters 
buried in the forest mean to a young boy? 
Bryan Brown’s distinctive voice returns in 
this unflinching, gripping novel.

The Worst 
Thing I’ve 
Ever Done
Clare Stephens
Allen and Unwin  – 
$32.99
...........................................................

A timely debut novel 
from an exciting 

new voice in women’s fiction about cancel 
culture and appearance versus reality. It’s 
an ordinary Tuesday morning when Ruby 
Williams’ name starts trending. She’s 
uploaded an interview that has outraged 
journalist Felicity Cartwright. Ruby is at the 
centre of a brutal public shaming, watching 
in horror as her reputation is torn apart. 
With skilful empathy, Clare Stephens holds a 
mirror to online personas versus actual lives, 
exploring what is truly important in a noise-
ridden world.

The Legacy
Chris Hammer
Allen and Unwin  – 
$34.99
...........................................................

Someone is targeting 
Martin Scarsden. 
They bomb his book 
launch and shoot 
up his hometown. 

Fleeing for his life, he learns that nowhere 
is safe, not even the Outback. The killers are 
closing in, and it’s all he can do to survive. 
Who wants to kill him and why? 

Memberships 
Now On Sale!

GLEN  
STREET 
THEATRE  
2026  
SEASON 

9470 5913
Box Office

QUIZ ANSWERS

1. Three 2. The Tempest 3. Oscar Wilde 4. Mr Bingley 5. 1949 6. A Christmas Carol 7. 
Jerome David 8. Herman Melville 9. William Shakespeare 10. Middle-earth 11. The Bible 
12. Samantha Harvey – Orbital
FICTION
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Chosen 
Family
Madeleine Gray
Simon and Schuster   – 
$34.99
...........................................................

A sexy, romantic, 
queer, epic literary 
novel for all readers 
by the award-winning 

author of the internationally acclaimed 
bestseller Green Dot. Set in Sydney over 
eighteen years, Chosen Family follows 
Nell and Eve as they grow into themselves, 
as they both love and destroy each other. 
From school, to university, to careers, to 
motherhood, Nell  and Eve’s is a relationship 
that is a life-raft that is also a poison apple 
that is also a Medusan stare, frozen in time.

Katabasis
R.F. Kuang
Voyager  – $34.99
...........................................................

The story of a hero’s 
descent to the 
underworld. Grad 
student Alice Law 
has only ever had one 
goal: to become the 
brightest mind in the 

field of analytic magic. But the only person 
who can make her dream come true is dead 
and – inconveniently – in Hell. And Alice, 
along with her biggest rival Peter Murdoch, 
is going after him. But Hell is not as the 
philosophers claim, its rules are upside-down, 
and if she’s going to get out alive, she and 
Peter will have to work together. That’s if they 
can agree on anything. Will they triumph, 
or kill each other trying? Truly original and 
spellbinding.

The Four 
Spent the Day 
Together
Chris Kraus
Scribe  – $35
...........................................................

An unforgettable novel 
from the author of the 
modern classic I Love 
Dick. A witty, probing 

journey into a fractured America. In a cold, 
rundown town in the Iron Range in northern 
Minnesota, three teenagers shot and killed 
an older acquaintance after spending the day 
with him. The three young people were quickly 
arrested, convicted and imprisoned. But no 
one knows why they did it.

Nash Falls
David Baldacci
Macmillan  – $34.99
...........................................................

The start of a 
pulse-pounding 
original series from 
international number 
one bestselling author 
David Baldacci. 

Walter Nash is a mild-mannered, happy and 
successful businessman with a loving family. 
He has never lifted a weight or fired a gun 
in anger, and he has no special physical or 
investigatory skills. The dark world is not a 
place he knows – until the FBI comes calling.

The Lack of 
Light: A Novel 
of Georgia
Nino 
Haratischwili
4th Estate  – $34.99
...........................................................

In the vein of My 
Brilliant Friend, 
a page-turning 

epic of loss and redemption by the Booker 
International nominee. Four women formed 
a deep friendship in the turbulent years in 
the wake of Georgia’s independence from the 
Soviet Union. Emotionally bold, spanning 
decades, and brought to life by the vibrant 
colours of Georgia’s culture and people. A 
glorious book readers will return to again and 
again.

Super Frog 
Saves Tokyo
Haruki Murakami
Harvill Secker  – $34.99
...........................................................

Fully illustrated and 
beautifully designed, 
this special edition 
of Murakami’s 
celebrated short story 

sees the bewildered Katagiri find meaning 
in his humdrum life through joining forces 
with Frog in an effort to save Tokyo from an 
existential threat. ‘No other author mixes 
domestic, fantastic and esoteric elements into 
such weirdly bewitching shades’ - Financial 
Times. 

Amity 
Nathan Harris
Tinder Press  – $34.99
...........................................................

Louisiana, 1869. 
The Civil War might 
be over, but former 
slaves Coleman and 
June have yet to find 
the freedom they’ve 
been promised. Two 

years ago, the siblings were separated when 
their old master, Mr Harper, took June 
away to Mexico. When an unexpected letter 
arrives summoning Coleman to Mexico, he 
believes his prayers have been answered. But 
he cannot know the tangled truth of June’s 
tribulations and Mr Harper’s intentions. 
As Coleman and June separately navigate a 
perilous, parched landscape to find their way 
back to each other, they learn quickly that 
freedom isn’t always given - sometimes, it 
must be taken by force. 

The 
Loneliness 
of Sonia and 
Sunny 
Kiran Desai
Hamish Hamilton  – 
$34.99
...........................................................

A spellbinding story 
of two young people whose fates intersect and 
diverge across continents and years as they 
navigate country, class, race, history, and the 
complicated bonds that link one generation 
to the next. An epic of love and family, India 
and America, tradition and modernity. The 
most ambitious and accomplished work yet 
by the Booker Prize-winning author of The 
Inheritance of Loss. 

Exit Strategy
Lee and  
Andrew Child
Bantam  – $34.99
...........................................................

Jack Reacher will 
make three stops 
today. Not all of them 
were planned. First, a 
Baltimore coffee shop. 
Black coffee, two 

refills, no messing about. Second, a store to 
buy a coat. Nothing fancy. Something he can 
ditch when he heads to warmer climes. As he 
pulls out his cash, he finds something new in 
his pocket. A handwritten note. A desperate 
plea for help. His third stop? Wherever this 
bend in the road takes him.

What We  
Can Know
Ian McEwan
Jonathan Cape  – 
$34.99
...........................................................

A tour de force, by 
the masterful story 
teller, author of 
Atonement. A century 

into the future, academics in a Britain which 
has been submerged by rising seas – Oxford 
can be only reached by ferry -- are drawn to 
a poem, a corona, 15 sonnets, written by a 
notable poet for his wife’s birthday. The poet’s 
editor is present, along with a journalist and 
a rich cast of characters. Generations have 
speculated about the poem. It disappears. 
McEwan moves seamlessly between the 
past, present and future. Few clues to the 
denouement. 

The Thursday 
Murder Club: 
Impossible 
Fortune
Ian McEwan
Jonathan Cape  – 
$34.99
...........................................................

Who has time to think 
about murder when 

there’s a wedding to plan? It’s been a quiet 
year for the Thursday Murder Club. Joyce 
is busy with table plans and first dances. 
Elizabeth is grieving. Ron is dealing with 
family troubles, and Ibrahim is still providing 
therapy to his favourite criminal. But when 
Elizabeth meets a wedding guest who fears for 
their life, the thrill of the chase is ignited once 
again. Plunged back into their most explosive 
investigation, can the gang solve the puzzle 
and a murder in time? 

The 
Amberglow 
Candy Store
Hiyoko Kurisu
Michael Joseph  – 
$34.99
...........................................................

A charming fable-like 
novel in translation 
about half-fox 

shopkeeper Kogetsu, who learns life and 
emotional lessons through his interactions 
with the customers in his shop. For fans of 
Before The Coffee Gets Cold. A charming 
book of linked stories with a sprinkling of 
cosy fantasy.

The Proving 
Ground 
Michael Connelly
Allen and Unwin  – 
$34.99
...........................................................

The Lincoln Lawyer 
is back with a 
case against an AI 
company whose 

product may have been responsible for the 
murder of a young girl. Mickey Haller files a 
civil lawsuit against the artificial intelligence 
company responsible for a chatbot and 
instantly finds himself on the wild frontier 
of the billion-dollar AI industry. Grappling 
with a terrifying lack of regulation and data 
overload, Haller partners with journalist Jack 
McEvoy. But they are up against mega-forces, 
and even the bravest whistleblower faces 
grave danger.

The Secret  
of Secrets
Dan Brown
Bantam  – $55
...........................................................

The thrilling and 
long-awaited new 
Robert Langdon 
novel from globally 
bestselling author 

Dan Brown. Langdon’s world spirals out 
of control when the academic (and love 
interest) he is chaperoning disappears. Far 
from home and well out of his comfort zone, 
Langdon must pit his wits against forces 
unknown to recover the woman he loves. 
Against a backdrop of vast castles, towering 
churches, graveyards buried twelve deep and 
labyrinthine underground passages, Langdon 
navigates a shadow city hiding in plain sight, 
a city which has successfully kept its secrets 
for centuries and will not readily deliver 
them. This is a battlefield unlike any he has 
previously experienced, one on which he must 
fight not for his only life, but for the future of 
humanity.

Buckeye
Patrick Ryan
Bloomsbury  – $32.99
...........................................................

May, 1945. As news 
of the Allied victory 
in Europe reaches 
the small town of 
Bonhomie, Ohio, 
Margaret Salt walks 
into a hardware 

store and asks the man behind the counter, 
Cal Jenkins, for a radio. What happens 
next will change their lives forever. Nothing 
can remain hidden in a small town. Full of 
compassion, humour and charm, Buckeye is 
a dazzling portrait of the human spirit, the 
twisted roads we take to achieve forgiveness 
and redemption; and above all a universal 
longing for love and connection.

The 
Predicament
William Boyd
Viking  – $34.99
...........................................................

CIA, MI 6, KGB, a 
pedestrian travel 
writer as hapless at 
spying as he is at love 
– all characters for a 

fun, fast-paced, page-turning read. And this 
is. Set in the early 1960s, JFK is president. 
From Guatemala, where United Fruit, the 
banana conglomerate, will do whatever 
to keep a popular leftist from becoming 
president, to Berlin, where rogue CIA agents, 
working with the Mafia, plot to assassinate 
Kennedy.
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Alchemised 
SenLinYu
Michael Joseph  – 
$36.99
...........................................................

In this standalone 
dark-fantasy debut, a 
woman with missing 
memories fights to 
survive a war-torn 
world of necromancy 

and alchemy, while navigating a complex 
relationship with the man tasked to unearth 
the deepest secrets of her past. Once a 
promising alchemist, Helena Marino is now 
a prisoner—of war and of her own mind. 
Her Resistance friends and allies have been 
brutally murdered, her abilities suppressed, 
and the world she knew destroyed.

The Rose 
Field: The 
Book of Dust 
Volume Three
Philip Pullman
Penguin  – $34.99
............................................................

When readers left 
Lyra in The Secret 
Commonwealth she 

was alone, in the ruins of a deserted city. In 
The Rose Field, when Malcolm goes in search 
of Lyra, first introduced by Pullman thirty 
years ago in Northern Lights, their paths 
converge in the most dangerous, breathtaking 
and world-changing ways. Spies and thieves, 
gryphons and witches, old friends and new. 
Surprising truths. The world is aflame, 
terrified by fear, power and greed.

Among the 
Burning 
Flowers
Samantha 
Shannon
Bloomsbury  – $32.99
............................................................

Among the Burning 
Flowers chronicles the 
first sparks of danger 

that threatened to consume the world in the 
million-copy bestseller The Priory of the 
Orange Tree. Marosa Vetalda is a prisoner 
in her own home, controlled by her cold 
father, King Sigoso. Over the mountains, 
her betrothed, Aubrecht Lievelyn, rules 
Mentendon. Together, they intend to usher in 
a better world. A story of human resilience in 
the face of dire circumstances..

The Summer 
War
Naomi Novik
Del Ray  – $34.99
...........................................................

An enchanting, 
poignant novella from 
the Sunday Times 
bestselling author. 
Celia discovers her 
talent for magic on 
the day her beloved 

oldest brother, Argent, leaves home. Furious 
at being left behind, she lashes out. Not 
realising her power of prophecy, she dooms 
him to a life without love. Argent wanders 
the world, forced to seek only fame and glory 
instead of the love he truly desires. Celia 
attempts to undo the curse. Yet she cannot 
find the solution – until she learns the truth 
about the centuries-old war between her 
people and the Summerlings, the immortal 
beings holding a relentless grudge against 
their mortal neighbours.

Thief of Night 
Holly Black
Del Ray  – $34.99
............................................................

New York Times 
bestselling author 
Holly Black is back 
with the second of 
her stunning adult 
duology, a modern 
dark fantasy of 

shadowy thieves and secret societies. There’d 
always been something wrong with Charlie 
Hall. Crooked from the day she was born. 
Never met a bad decision she wasn’t willing 
to double down on. She may be good enough 
to steal a shadow from a tower, but will she be 
good enough to steal back a heart? 

We Love  
You, Bunny
Mona Awad
Scribner  – $34.99
............................................................

Samantha was once 
ostracised by the 
clique of creepy-
sweet rich girls in her 
highly selective MFA 
program who call 

each other ‘Bunny’. Then she found herself 
drawn into their violently surreal off-campus 
‘Workshops’, where monstrous creations 
were conjured with deadly and wondrous 
consequences. Now Sam has just published 
her first novel to critical acclaim. But at a New 
England stop on her book tour, her one-time 

frenemies, furious at the way they’ve been 
portrayed, kidnap her. With Sam bound and 
gagged, we plunge headfirst into the wickedly 
intoxicating fairy tale they offer as their side 
of the story.

One Aladdin, 
Two Lamps 

Jeannette 
Winterson
Jonathan Cape - $39.99
............................................................

A celebration 
of the power of 
storytelling, a guide 

to starting your life as a reader, and a 
delightful recounting of the Arabian Nights. 
With her execution looming, a woman is 
fighting for her life. Every night she tells a 
story. Every morning, she lives one more 
day. One Aladdin Two Lamps cracks open 
the legendary story of Shahrazad in One 
Thousand and One Nights to reveal new 
questions and answers we are still thinking 
about today. Who should we trust? Is love the 
most important thing in the world? Does it 
matter whether you are honest? What makes 
us happy?

Heart the 
Lover
Lily King
Canongate  - $39.99
...........................................................

From the New York 
Times bestselling 
author of Writers 
& Lovers comes a 
magnificent intimate 
novel of desire, 

friendship, loss, and the lasting impact of first 
love. Our narrator understands good love 
stories - their secrets, their highs, their free 
falls. But her greatest love story, the one she 
lived, never followed the rules. Written with 
the precision of poetry and the emotional tide 
of an epic, Heart the Lover is Lily King at her 
best.

The Lucky 
Ride
Yasushi Kitagawa
Canongate  - $39.99
..........................................................

Combining the 
whimsy and 
possibility of The 
Midnight Library 
with the mystery and 

revelatory power of The Secret, Come along 

for the ride of a lifetime in this heartwarming 
Japanese bestseller, a story about recognizing 
opportunities, embracing happiness, and 
discovering what true fulfillment looks like.

The Funeral 
Crashers 
Joanna Nell
Hachette  - $32.99
...........................................................

A delightfully 
heartwarming story 
of four or more 
funerals and at 
least one wedding. 

There are a lot of lonely people in the world. 
Especially when you get to Martin’s age. 
Retired academic Martin Pottinger’s romantic 
aspirations for the delectable head of his 
former university’s archaeology department, 
Professor Mary Blake, seem about to be 
realised. If only he could devise a plan to 
manage the demands of his eccentric elderly 
mother, Edwina.

Bog Queen 
Anna North
Orion  - $32.99
...........................................................

In 2018, a young 
forensic scientist, 
homesick and adrift 
in the North of 
England, is heading 
to a coroner’s office 

to identify a body. But this body, found in a 
moss-layered bog, is not like any Agnes has 
ever seen: its bones prove it was buried more 
than two thousand years ago, yet it is almost 
completely preserved. The body draws the 
attention of numerous groups with competing 
interests: archaeologists desperate to study 
the bog, those who want to profit from the 
land’s resources, a group of neo-pagans who 
demand the body be returned to its resting 
place. And underfoot, all along, there’s the 
land itself: a teeming colony of moss, with its 
own dark stories to tell.

.

There’s something special
about giving stories
Curate your own Christmas hamper with a classic Bookoccino book bag. 
Choose from our original Bruce Goold Magpie or iconic Bookoccino design 
- and fill it with books your friends and family will love.

Find our Bookoccino book bags and t-shirts 
at our new online shop, or in-store.
shop.bookoccino.com.au

Need help choosing? 
Browse this fabulous Summer Reading Guide to get ideas for your friends and family, 
then use the Christmas Book List on the back page to plan as you go.
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Hekate
Nikita Gill
Simon and Schuster  – 
$34.99
...........................................................

A propulsive, 
electrifying and 
enraging retelling 
in verse of the life 
of Greek goddess 
Hekate, child of war 

turned all-powerful goddess of witchcraft and 
necromancy, by internationally bestselling 
poet Nikita Gill. Born into a world on fire, 
Hekate has never known safety. After her 
parents are on the losing side of the war 
between the ruling Titans and new Olympian 
Gods, Hekate is taken by her mother Asteria 
to the Underworld, where Styx and Hades 
agree to raise her. Meanwhile, Asteria 
is pursued across the world by Zeus and 
Poseidon and, to escape their clutches, 
transforms herself into an island in a stormy 
sea.

Seed
Bri Lee
Summit Books  – 
$34.99
............................................................

Mitchell is a brilliant 
biologist, committed 
to the environment 
and the growing 
global antinatalist 

movement. For one month each year he lives 
with his colleague Frances in a utopia of 
radical equality and scientific dedication in 
Antarctica - a seed vault in an isolated, secret 
location. It is a biodiversity insurance policy 
against humanity’s devastating effects on 
the rapidly warming planet. But when their 
helicopter doesn’t pick them up, and strange 
things begin to happen, their faith in science 
is suddenly not enough. Mitchell has been 
keeping big secrets – from Frances and from 
himself. The ice haunts him with memories of 
a devastating betrayal and questions of legacy 
and fairness crowd his mind.

Spent Bullets
Terao Tetsuya
Scribe  – $35
............................................................

Set in Taiwan and 
the Silicon Valley, a 
collection of linked 
stories that explore 
the meaning of 
success and the 
purpose of existence, 

centered on the short life and long shadow 
of an engineering genius who descends 
deeper into despair while rising higher on 
the professional ladder. A searing look at 
our time and culture exposing the absurdity 
of striving: to make money, to be a better 
person, to be someone you’re not. With cool, 
calculating precision, he illuminates the 
promise and peril of gifted young people who 
patiently bear the burdens of their fate.

The 
Underworld
Sophie Laguna
Penguin  – $34.99
............................................................

Martha Mullins is a 
misfit. Her mother 
is glamorous, aloof 
and judgemental. Her 
father, mostly absent. 

Academic and shy, Martha finds herself 
fascinated by the underworld, a place she 
learns about in Roman mythology classes at 
school. To Martha, the underworld and its 
divine inhabitants provide a place of refuge, 
escape, imagination and desire. Funny, brave, 
insightful and clever, Martha will break your 
heart - then mend it - many times over.

The Eleventh 
Hour 
Salman Rushdie
Jonathan Cape  – 
$34.99
............................................................

Dazzling new 
short stories from 
Salman Rushdie that 
transport us around 

the world from Bombay neighbourhoods 
to elite English universities. Five works of 
fiction move between the three countries that 
Salman Rushdie has called home - India, 
England and America - and explore what it 
means to approach the eleventh hour of life. 
They are the reckoning with mortality that we 
all must one day make, and speak deeply to 
what the author has come from and through…
again and again. Emotionally bold, spanning 
decades, and brought to life by the vibrant 
colours of Georgia’s culture and people. A 
glorious book readers will return to again and 
again.

Discipline
Randa  
Abdel-Fattar
UQP  – $34.99
............................................................

Ashraf, an academic 
whose career and 
personal life are 
unraveling, sees a 
chance for redemption 

when a Year 12 student from a local Islamic 
college is arrested for protesting a university’s 
ties to an Israeli weapons manufacturer. 
Hannah, a young journalist balancing new 
motherhood and family trauma, fights racism 
in her newsroom while trying to honour her 
community’s voices. As Israel’s bombardment 
of Gaza intensifies during Ramadan, both 
must confront their values, choices and places 
within their communities. Will they make the 
sacrifices required to do what’s right?

The Maskeys 
Stuart  
Everly-Wilson
Transit Lounge  – 
$34.99
............................................................

A small Australian 
town. The story of an 
extraordinary family. 
Locals see George 
Maskey as a hollow 

braggard who is at least partly responsible 
for the many crime and drug related deaths 
their town has seen over the years. When his 
right-hand man is kidnapped in a bungled 
revenge plot, events are set in train that will 
see the Maskey family changed forever. A 
thrilling novel, both tender and incisive. 
From the author of the critically acclaimed 
Low Expectations.

A Long Winter 
Colm Toibin
Hamish Hamilton  – 
$34.99
............................................................

A psychologically 
intricate and 
emotionally 
devastating story from 
the bestselling author 
of Brooklyn and Long 

Island. One snowy morning, after arguing with 
her husband, Miquel’s mother walks out of 
their home high up in the Pyrenees and does 
not return. With his younger brother stationed 
far away on military service and his father cast 
out by the people of the town, Miquel and his 
father are left to fend for themselves. Together 
they will be forced to battle the elements, and 
their resentment of each other. 	

Fearful
Lauren Roberts
Simon and Schuster  – 
$34.99
...........................................................

From the No. 
1 international 
bestselling author 
of Powerless, comes 
a beautiful and 

heart-wrenching story set in the Kingdom of 
Ilya. Mara never intended to set foot in Ilya 
again. But when the king makes a life-altering 
decision, her interest is piqued. Spending 
time with the king while observing the castle’s 
inhabitants reminds Mara that there is more 
to life than just death. There is love. But even 
the purest of intentions spur revenge and the 
pursuit of power. And fate will have its way 
with all of them – to live, to rule, to love and, 
most certainly, to die….

What Have 
They Done to 
Liza McLean
Amy Doak
Penguin  – $19.99
...........................................................

Dark academia meets 
The Stepford Wives in 
this new YA mystery 
thriller from the 

bestselling author of Eleanor Jones is Not 
a Murderer. Meg McLean is a scholarship 
student at the ultra-elite Douglas College. 
Meg’s younger sister, Liza, is along for the 
ride, and everything Liza has done since they 
arrived at the school seems to be putting 
their chances of success at risk. Until one 
day, when Liza’s behaviour is so at odds with 
her usual temperament that Meg knows 
something is very, very wrong.

We Fell Apart
E. Lockhart	
Allen and Unwin  – 
$24.99
...........................................................

A girl arrives at 
her long-lost artist 
father’s isolated 
seaside compound to 
find him missing, a 
mansion in neglect, 

and three teenage boys whose dark secrets 
might hold the key to her own family saga. 
Meer - her open-hearted, tattoo-obsessed 
half-brother, who embraces Matilda as a 
sister, but is hiding a dark secret; Brock - the 
damaged, professionally charming former-
child star who is dealing with more than just 
the demons of his past; and Tatum - sullen, 
wild, and hardworking - who for some reason 
wants Matilda to leave Hidden Beach as 
soon as possible. With her father nowhere 
to be seen, Matilda must delve into the 
twisted heart of Hidden Beach to uncover the 
answers she’s desperately craving. But secrets 
run thicker than blood, and everyone here is 
lying. 

Best of all 
Worlds
Kenneth Oppel
Hardie Grant  – $19.99
...........................................................

On a weekend away 
with his dad and his 
heavily pregnant 
stepmother, Xavier 

Oak wakes up to discover his family’s cottage 
has seemingly been moved … overnight. 

Everything inside the house is the same, but 
everything outside is strange and new. And 
there’s not a person in sight. Cut off from the 
world they knew and with no answers to be 
found, Xavier has nearly given up on ever 
getting back home when, out of nowhere, a 
second family arrive … bringing with them 
new politics, new theories and a dangerous 
new threat. Are they trapped? Or are they 
saved? And, most importantly, does Xavier 
have what it takes to keep his family alive? 

The Foal in 
the Wire 
Robbie Coburn
Hachette  – $19.99
...........................................................

An astonishingly 
raw and beautiful 
verse novel about 
survival, love and 
the bonds between 

humans and animals from an important 
young Australian poet. Sam, a teenager, lives 
on a farm with his mother and emotionally 
distant father, a horse trainer. Haunted 
by trauma and depression, struggling with 
school and disillusioned with his home life 
following the death of his older brother, 
Sam’s life changes when he finds a wounded 
foal tangled in barbed wire in one of the 
paddocks at the edge of their property. In the 
course of rescuing and caring for the foal he 
becomes close with Julia, a troubled girl from 
the next property. The Foal in the Wire is the 
deeply moving and inspiring story of Sam, his 
love for a girl and the horse that brings them 
together again.

The 
Guardians of 
Dreamdark
Liani Taylor
Hachette  – $24.99
...........................................................

Step into Dreamdark 
— a realm of bright 
magic and lurking 

danger — where one fearless faerie must 
confront an ancient darkness threatening 
the world. Magpie Windwitch, unlike her 
reclusive kin, roams the skies with her loyal 
crows, seeking adventure and bold magic. 
When the Blackbringer rises, she alone dares 
to stand against it. The first in a spellbinding 
fantasy duology from the Sunday Times and 
New York Times bestselling author. Suitable 
for all readers.

Every Spiral 
of Fate 
Tahereh Mafi
FarShore Fiction  – 
$19.99
...........................................................

The highly 
anticipated follow 
up in the Woven 
Kingdom romantasy 

series, brimming with fiery romance, 
spectacular magic, and breathtaking secrets. 
Desperate confessions, impossible decisions, 
unfathomable magical power—and a love so 
devastating it rewrites destinies. Every Spiral 
of Fate is the shimmering, breathtaking 
fourth volume in a saga that continues to 
transcend expectations.
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Snake Talk
Tyson Yunkporta 
HISTORY
Text -  $36.99   
...........................................................

The serpent in 
Aboriginal stories 
is both creator and 
destroyer, dwelling 
between physical 
and spiritual worlds, 

between story and history, weaving across 
earth and sky. The Great Dividing Range 
is the body of the Serpent, but he does not 
separate us - he brings us together. What if 
this ancient Lore can be found everywhere? 
What if the stories of the Basilisk, Wyvern, 
Naga, Quetzalcoatl and many other mythic 
Serpents also contain the knowledge we need 
in this moment of crisis?

The 
Courageous 
Life of Weary 
Dunlop
Peter FitzSimons 
BIOGRAPHY
Hachette -  $49.99   
...........................................................

The extraordinary 
story of the heroic 

doctor whose courage and leadership 
were a lifeline for thousands of Australian 
prisoners-of-war on the infamous Thai-
Burma Railway of World War II - brilliantly 
told by Australia’s favourite storyteller Peter 
FitzSimons.

Shattered 
Lands
Sam Dalrymple
HISTORY 
Harper Collins – $39.99
...........................................................

As recently as 1928, 
a vast swathe of Asia 
– India, Pakistan, 
Bangladesh, Burma, 
Nepal, Bhutan, 

Yemen, Oman, the UAE, Qatar, Bahrain and 
Kuwait – were bound together under a single 
imperial banner, an entity known officially 
as the ‘Indian Empire’, or more simply as 
the Raj. In the space of just fifty years, the 
Indian Empire shattered. Five partitions tore 
it apart, carving out new nations, redrawing 
maps, and leaving behind a legacy of war, 
exile and division. Shattered Lands presents 
the complete story of how the Indian Empire 
was unmade. How maps were redrawn in 
boardrooms and on battlefields, by politicians 
in London and revolutionaries in Delhi, 
by kings in remote palaces and soldiers in 
trenches.

The Breath of 
the Gods	
Simon Winchester
SCIENCE
4th Estate – $34.99
...........................................................

What is going on with 
our atmosphere? 
The headlines are 
filled with news of 

devastating hurricanes, murderous tornadoes, 
and cataclysmic fires. Gale force advisories 
are issued on a regular basis by weather 
services around the world. The Breath of the 
Gods is an urgently-needed portrait across 
time of that unseen force – unseen but not 
unfelt – that respects no national borders 

and no vessel or structure in its path. Wind, 
the movement of the air, is seen by so many 
as a heavenly creation and generally a thing 
of essential goodness. But when it flexes its 
invisible muscles, all should take care and be 
afraid.

Indignity	
Lea Ypi		
MEMOIR	
Macmillan – $34.99
...........................................................

When Lea Ypi 
discovers a 
photo of her 
grandmother, Leman, 
honeymooning 

in the Alps in 1941 she is faced with 
unsettling questions. What follows is a 
thrilling reimagining of the past, the reader 
transported to the vanished world of Ottoman 
aristocracy, the making of modern Greece and 
Albania, a global financial crisis, the horrors 
of war and the dawn of communism in the 
Balkans. While investigating the truth about 
her family, Ypi grapples with uncertainty. 
By turns epic and intimate, profound and 
gripping, Indignity explores what it means to 
survive in an age of extremes. It reveals the 
fragility of truth, both personal and political, 
and the cost of decisions made against the 
tide of history.

The 
Australian 
Wars 
Rachel Perkins, 
Stephen Gapps, 
Mina Murray and 
Henry Reynolds
HISTORY
Allen and Unwin - 
$59.99
...........................................................

The story of the continental sweep of 
massacres, guerrilla warfare, resistance 
and contests of firearms and traditional 
Aboriginal weaponry as Indigenous nations 
resisted colonial occupation of their lands, 
territory by territory. At stake was the 
sovereignty of an entire country. Black and 
white writers tell the stories of these battles 
across three crucial time periods, and all 
the states and territories. It notes the lands 
that were unconquered, as well as the role of 
disease, weapons and tactics, and the story of 
women on the frontier. The Australian Wars 
brings what for too long has been considered 
the historical past into the present so that we 
might know the truth of the origins of this 
nation..

Heart of Ice 
Joy McCann
MEMOIR
New South - $34.99
...........................................................

A compelling journey 
across space and 
time, navigating 
entangled stories of 
ice and rock, humans, 

animals and other species, through the prism 
of Antarctica’s ice. Joy McCann – author of 
the internationally acclaimed Wild Sea – 
eloquently draws on a vast body of scientific 
and historical research to explore how 
Antarctica’s ice sheets, its glaciers, ice shelves 
and sea ice, have been imagined, inhabited 
and invested with meaning over time.
 

Gough 
Whitlam
Troy Bramston
BIOGRAPHY
Harper Collins - $55 
...........................................................

A commanding 
biography of one 
of Australia’s 
greatest and most 

visionary prime ministers, a leader who 
ushered in a reform revolution to modernise 
Australia, which endures to this day. But 
Whitlam’s immense self-belief, relentless 
determination, misjudgements and blunders 
were Shakespearean and help to explain 
his downfall. An epic story of triumph and 
tragedy, filled with revelations that will 
surprise and shock, and offers new insights 
into Whitlam’s family and upbringing; 
wartime service and legal career; ascendancy 
through Labor ranks; prime ministership; 
and life after politics. The definitive biography 
of Australia’s twenty-first prime minister, and 
the first since his death in 2014, providing an 
unvarnished analysis of his achievements and 
failures, how he governed, and the dramatic 
story of his dismissal on Remembrance Day, 
1975. Fifty years later, it could not be timelier.

Dark 
Renaissance
Stephen 
Greenblatt
BIOGRAPHY
Bodley Head - $36.99 
...........................................................

The thrilling story 
of the writer who 
transformed culture in 
Elizabethan England, 
bringing it out of the 

darkness and into the light. Poor boy. Dark 
star. Spy. Transgressor. Genius. From one 
of the greatest writers on the Elizabethan 
era, Dark Renaissance is the thrilling and 
subversive life story of Christopher Marlowe, 
Shakespeare’s inspiration and rival.

All the 
Way to the 
River: Love, 
Love and 
Liberation
Elizabeth Gilbert
MEMOIR		

	 Bloomsbury - $34.99
.........................................................

In 2000, Elizabeth Gilbert met Rayya. They 
became friends, then best friends, then 
inseparable. When tragedy entered their 
lives, the truth surfaced: they were in love. 
They were also a pair of addicts, on a collision 
course toward catastrophe. All the Way to the 
River is a landmark memoir that will resonate 
with anyone who has ever been captive to 
love – or to any other passion, substance or 
craving – and who yearns, at long last, for 
liberation.

Generation 
Connected
Dr Jo Orlando 
PhD
WELLNESS
Penguin - $36.99 
...........................................................

A clear, empowering, 
practical roadmap to 
confidently guiding 

your children through the digital landscape, 
from those first taps on a screen to navigating 
the complexities of social media in the teen 
years and beyond – by Australia’s foremost 
digital wellbeing expert, Dr Joanne Orlando.

When 
Everyone 
Knows that 
Everyone 
Knows
Stephen Pinker 
CURRENT AFFAIRS
Allen Lane - $36.99
...........................................................

One of the world’s greatest thinkers 
investigates the logic and psychology of 
common knowledge. As a cognitive scientist, 
the ultimate subject of Steven Pinker’s 
fascination is how we think about each other’s 
thoughts, ad infinitum. It sounds impossible, 
but Pinker shows that we do it all the time. 
This awareness, which we experience as 
something called common knowledge has a 
momentous impact on our social, political, 
and economic lives.

How to Save 
the Internet
Nick Clegg 
CURRENT AFFAIRS
Bodley Head - $36.99
...........................................................

The global, 
open internet is 
fragmenting. As 

democracies seek to rein in the power of Big 
Tech, as Silicon Valley pivots to an America-
first agenda, as authoritarian regimes such 
as China and Russia censor the internet, the 
most powerful tool for bringing the world 
together risks being dismantled. Taking us 
behind the scenes at Meta where he was 
former President, Global Affairs, Clegg sets 
out where Big Tech has gone wrong, how 
Silicon Valley’s insularity has blinded it to 
its missteps, and the radical reforms that are 
needed.

Poems & 
Prayers
Matthew 
McConaughey 
MEMOIR
Headline - $36.99
...........................................................

From the Academy 
Award-winning 

actor and #1 New York Times bestselling 
author of Greenlights, an inspiring collection 
of personal poetry and prayers for finding 
purpose, hope, and satisfaction in a rapidly 
changing world. Infused with his one-of-a-
kind McConaughey wisdom.
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I t is a mysterious and compelling title for Ian McEwan’s 
triumphant eighteenth novel What We Can Know, and a 
conundrum he does not resolve lightly. The Booker Prize 
winning novelist, known for classics On Chesil Beach and 
Atonement has been lauded for this latest work - his ‘best 

novel in ages’ said The New York Times; ‘a big, unabashed crowd-
pleaser’ by the Times Literary Supplement. At Bookoccino it has 
rocketed to the top of our bestsellers list and inspired countless 
conversations on environmental guilt, liberalism, climate change and 
poetry. 

It was our great pleasure to speak with Ian about his inspiration and 
intentions, his thoughts on poetry and the future. 

At the heart of What We Can Know is a lost poem, written in 2014 by 
renowned poet Frances Blundy. A Corona for Vivien has entered the 
annals of literary history shrouded in controversy, its whereabouts 
and content a mystery despite the swathes of digital archives 
available to literary scholar Thomas Metcalfe one hundred years 
hence. A quiet but fierce literary scholar living in the post climate 
catastrophe world of 2119, Metcalfe is obsessed, a somewhat hapless 
figure nostalgic for a world long gone.

The scenario made me remember Rabindranath Tagore’s poem  
The Gardener, written way back 1913:

McEwan was inspired to write this novel by “a marvellous poem, a 
long poem, 15 sonnets, written by John Fuller to honour his wife on 
her birthday. It’s a very difficult, old form of linked sonnets usually 
addressed to one particular person. It was a celebration of long love 
of nature, of time passing and encroaching death”. 

Metcalfe is tormented by his inability to find A Corona for Vivien. 
It seems impossible that it was never published, that no copy was 
made, no email copied even a single passage. Says McEwan “I did 
wonder whether I should write it for myself, but it is technically so 
demanding. And I agree with T.S. Elliot: if you want to be a poet, you 
really have to start in your early 20s and dedicate your life to it”. That 
is remains elusive is one of the most masterful trickeries of the book. 

Time, and our feelings for the past are central to What We Can 
Know. As climate change becomes a reality and we tussle with 
questions of global political stability and environmental grief this 
extraordinary novel gnaws quietly and uncomfortably at the reader. 
In Metcalfe’s 2114 most of Europe is underwater, a 38 mile wide 
archipelago of former mountain peaks is all that remains of the UK 
(the result of rising sea levels and a tsunami caused by an errant 
Russian warhead), the US is run by warlords, Nigeria is the centre of 
world power. 

Interview by Sally Tabner; Images courtesy of Penguin Random House

IAN 
MCEWAN

Who are you, reader, reading my poems a hundred years hence?

I cannot send you one single flower from this wealth of the spring,  
one single streak of gold from yonder clouds.

Open your doors and look abroad. 

From your blossoming garden gather fragrant memories of  
the vanished flowers of a hundred years before.

In the joy of your heart may you feel the living joy that sang one 
spring morning, sending its glad voice across a hundred years

The Booker Prize-winning novelist 
talks about his new book, 

What We Can Know.

https://ianmcewan.com/


An Extract from John Fuller’s  
Marsten Meadows:  

A Corona for Prue
9. 
Onwards has always been the way to go. 
We can’t relive the future or the past, 
Only create the present, which moves fast 
Upon itself, the way a river’s flow 
Defeats the expectant eye when to-and-fro 
The birds behave in it. They have this vast 
Assumption that the river’s made to last. 
Their liquid landscape is a status quo.

Another lesson from the birds, who pair 
And sing about it. What is the blackbird at? 
We know he has no language for goodbye. 
His song-sheet says the Spring’s eternal. Dare 
We share with him the frail illusion that 
Together we might make time stop or fly?

10.
Together we might make time stop. Or fly 
Like a pair of sailing swans quite unconfined 
By their mortality, rising entwined 
And abstract as a page of heraldry, 
Where to make meaning is to simplify 
All the dire contraries of humankind. 
In such a flight we could become all mind, 
The once-and-for-all of every by-and-by.

But human minds are weak and fully-freighted 
With all the noise of living. Nothing’s clear-cut, 
No revelation but a lexicon 
Of possibilities. The time’s awaited 
When our joint mind must be divided, but 
When we are parted we shall think as one.

AUTHOR INTERVIEW
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McEwan is clearly thinking about the future. He has, for a long 
time followed the work of various organisations “trying to get us to 
understand human societies in the long term, into the future…one 
of them is called the Long Now Foundation. It’s building a clock 
that’s meant to tick for 10,000 years. It’s leaving behind all kinds of 
instructions if civilisation breaks down on how to make soap, how 
to make glass, how to use three or four crop rotations, things that 
took us thousands of years to discover. And so that interface with the 
future, which is quite sort of intimate and heroic, that will be long 
gone.

Reading it one has to wonder what amount of goodwill will be 
proferred us in a hundred years. Metcalfe is generous with it. His 
students less so. In a course he and wife Rose teach, on the rise and 
fall and partial rise of AI, a student, in one cracking passage remarks: 
‘We’re not interested in the value of historical thinking and the 
screwed-up past and we won’t be attending your course’. 

So what does McEwan want his reader to take away from this big, 
beautiful challenging book? “I suppose what I’d really like readers 
to take away from it is a sense that pretty soon we will be gone from 
here, and we will become the shades, the ghosts of the past, and I’d 
like the reader to enter into a discussion with the future. They’ll look 
back on us as almost fictional characters”. 

It leads us back to the title. In an age of excessive information - text 
messages, emails and social media one might think we would be 
well understood in the future. McEwan is not so sure: “what we can 
really understand about people of the past and what people can really 
understand of us…The internet flourishes into the future. So the 
future will know an enormous amount amount about our trivial daily 
lives. But will we be understood by them? That’s the question that 
hangs over the novel, and that’s the question I’d ultimately like the 
reader to enter into” 

We want to leave 
something behind for 
the future to look back 
on us with some kind of 
fondness. We didn’t just 
wreck the planet, that 
we were thinking a little 
about the people who 
inherited it

.....................................................................................................................................................

{ DISCOVER MORE ABOUT IAN MCEWAN }

website.	 ianmcewan.com

.....................................................................................................................................................

What We Can Know
by Ian McEwan 
Jonathan Cape – $34.99

https://ianmcewan.com/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/people/sebastian-smee/


Shamans
Max Carocci 
HISTORY/ART
Thames and Hudson - 
$54.99   
...........................................................

A visually compelling 
and panoramic 
analysis of the eclectic 
culture of shamanism. 
Cultural and social 

anthropologist Max Carocci explores an 
eclectic array of shamanic artefacts and 
images, decoding the symbolism and 
explaining extraordinary shamanic rituas. 
Marvel at the adornments of a Siberian 
shaman’s coat; examine the prehistoric rock 
art that depicts mystical transformations 
of shamans into animals; and discover the 
psychotropic plants that open our minds to 
interdimensional journeys of healing and 
wisdom.

Night People 
Mark Ronson 
MEMOIR
Century - $36.99 
...........................................................

Lady Gaga, Adele, 
Amy Winehouse, Dua 
Lipa, Bruno Mars, 
Miley Cyrus, the 
Barbie soundtrack. 

Behind some of the biggest musical moments 
in the past two decades is one man: Mark 
Ronson. His memoir Night People captures 
the music, characters, escapades and energy 
of his formative DJ days in ‘90s New York 
when clubs were diverse, glamorous, a little 
lawless. It evokes the rush of a time and place 
where fashionistas and rappers on the rise 
danced alongside club kids and 9-to-5’ers – 
and invites us into the tribe of creatives and 
partiers who came alive when the sun went 
down.

Dead and 
Alive
Zadie Smith
ESSAYS 
Hamish Hamilton - 
$36.99
...........................................................

Zadie Smith brings 
her unique skills as 
an essayist to bear on 
a range of subjects 

that have captured her attention in recent 
years. She takes us on a walk down Kilburn 
High Road in her beloved North West London 
and invites us to mourn with her the passing 
of writers Joan Didion, Martin Amis, Hilary 
Mantel, Philip Roth and Toni Morrison. She 
considers changes of government on both 
sides of the Atlantic – and the meaning of ‘the 
commons’ in all our lives.

A Woman’s 
Eye: Her Art 
Drusilla 
Modjeska
ART
Penguin - $55 
...........................................................

A vibrant look back 
at the lives and art of 
European modernist 

women, who recast the ways in which 
women’s bodies could be seen – from the 
self-portraits of Paula Modersohn-Becker, 
to the Surrealist Claude Cahun who exposed 
the masquerades of femininity, to the radical 
nudes of photo-artists Lee Miller and Dora 
Maar. Alongside them in Paris during the first 
decades of the twentieth century were many 
artist-women, their friends and colleagues, 
including Clara Westhoff-Rilke and Gabriele 
Münter, Leonora Carrington and Meret 
Oppenheim. In this sumptuous book, Drusilla 
Modjeska examines why these women still 
matter and, in the vein of her seminal and 

bestselling work Stravinsky’s Lunch, connects 
their past to our present.

How to Live 
an Artful 
Life	
Katy Hessel	
ART/WELLNESS
Hutchinson Heinemann 
- $36.99 
...............................................................

Find daily inspiration 
for every day of the year in a joyful collection 
of quotes and ideas from artists, brought 
together by the founder of The Great Women 
Artists. How to Live an Artful Life moves 
through the months of the year offering you 
thoughts, reflections and encouragements 
from artists such as Marina Abramovic, Nan 
Goldin, Lubaina Himid, Louise Bourgeois. 
With a thought for every day, whether 
looking for beginnings in January, freedom in 
summer, or transformation as the nights draw 
in, this is a book of words to cherish. Find it, 
taste it, seize it, and live it – artfully.

Wild Guide Sydney 	
Cat Smith and  
Joe Bird
TRAVEL
Murdoch - $39.99
...........................................................

Discover hidden 
beaches and secret 
swimming holes, 

ancient forests and sunset viewpoints, rock 
art, slot canyons and glow worm dells, all 
within a few hours of Sydney. Camp out under 
star-filled skies and adventure into the bush. 
This inspiring guidebook maps hundreds of 
hidden gems, with dazzling photography, 
evocative travel writing, maps and detailed 
directions.

The Modern 
Japanese 
Garden
Stephen 
Mansfield
GARDENS	
New South - $34.99
...........................................................

The Modern Japanese Garden investigates 
the relationship between nature and 
modernity. Roughly divided between pre- 
and post-1945 Japanese garden design, it 
examines post-war shifts in attitudes towards 
the contemporary garden as they move from 
status symbols and expressions of influence 
to spaces of healing and mediation. A short 
history of the Japanese garden, from pre-
Shinto stone arrangements to the last years of 
the nineteenth century, sits alongside analysis 
of the contemporary gardens of Japan’s 
corporate buildings, museums, hotels and 
public spaces.
 

Ernest 
Rutherford 
and the Birth 
of Modern 
Physics
Matthew Wright
SCIENCE
Scribe - $36.99 
...........................................................

By the mid-nineteenth century, physicists 
believed they had discovered the last secrets 
of the universe. Then a new world opened 
up- one of waves, particles, and new, 
fundamental forces. This mysterious world 
swiftly captured the public imagination. One 
of its key movers was Ernest Rutherford, a 
no-nonsense New Zealander. Through his 
roles at Manchester University and then the 
Cavendish Laboratory in England, he steered 
a generation of highly influential physicists 

such as Niels Bohr, helping to shape much of 
the way we understand physics today.

The Steps
Sylvester Stallone
MEMOIR
Seven Dials - $34.99 
...........................................................

A gritty, inspiring, 
heart-wrenching 
memoir by legend 
and icon Sylvester 
Stallone, about his 

unlikely path to stardom and the creation of 
one of the greatest underdog stories ever told. 
His life story is as unexpected as it is moving 
and inspirational. Stallone gives readers 
an intimate and revealing glimpse into his 
journey for the very first time.

Looking from 
the North: 
Australian 
History from 
the Top Down
Henry Reynolds
HISTORY	
New South Books - 
$34.99
...........................................................

Henry Reynolds’ ground-breaking re-
examination of Australian colonisation from 
the north down. When acclaimed historian 
Henry Reynolds moved from Hobart to 
Townsville to teach Australian history in 
the 1960s, he discovered the books of the 
period covered very little about northern 
Australia and First Nations peoples. He set 
out to remedy the situation and ended up 
transforming Australian history in ways he 
could never have imagined.

Quentin 
Bryce: The 
Authorised 
Biography 
Juliet Rieden
BIOGRAPHY
Penguin - $55
...........................................................

When Quentin 
Bryce was sworn in 

as Australia’s first female governor-general 
in 2008, she made history. This biography 
traces the triumphs and the barriers as 
Quentin shattered glass ceilings, and reveals 
the woman behind high office. Mother of 
five and grandmother to twelve, it is her 
partnership with soulmate Michael Bryce 
and the love of family, enduring friendships 
and belief in community that have sustained 
her. Her passion for the arts and elemental 
connection to Australia’s ancient landscape 
feed her soul.

Mother Mary 
Comes to Me
Arundhati Roy 
MEMOIR
Hamish Hamilton - 
$36.99
...........................................................

The incredible 
memoir from Booker-
winning radical 
icon Arundhati Roy, 

author of The God of Small Things. A soaring 
account, both intimate and inspiring, of how 
the author became the person and the writer 
she is, shaped by circumstance, but above 
all by her relationship to her extraordinary, 
singular mother, Mary, whom she describes 
as ‘my shelter and my storm’. An ode to 
freedom, a tribute to thorny love and savage 
grace—a memoir like no other.

Here Comes 
the Sun
Bill McKibbin 
CURRENT AFFAIRS
W.W, Norton - $49.99
...........................................................

Whether you care 
about saving the 
Great Barrier Reef, or 
closer to home, your 

electricity and gas bills, a must read for every 
Australian, regardless of political persuasion, 
as the debate rages about net zero-emissions, 
whether to close coal plants, LNG. Since The 
End of Nature, in which he put the threats 
climate change on the public agenda, Bill 
McKibben has become the most influential 
environmental writers, acquiring a reputation 
for what he calls ‘dark realism.’ But this is a 
book of hope. It is not underground, where it 
costs millions to extract; it is in the heavens, 
and free. It is the sun and the wind. Once 
considered too expensive, prices of solar 
panels, of wind turbines, of storage batteries 
are ‘falling, falling, falling,’ McKibben writes. 
We don’t need a transition energy – ‘the sun 
and the winds have built the bridge from the 
fossil fuel past to the clean energy future.” He 
faults centrist politicians and leftist radicals 
who advocate reducing consumption for not 
taking that bridge. 

Raise your 
Soul
Yanis Varoufakis 
CURRENT AFFAIRS
Bodley Head - $36.99
.............................................................

An engrossing portrait 
of renowned economist 
Yanis Varoufakis 
and his political 
awakening. Dramatic 

in scope and deep in feeling, Raise Your Soul 
is an intimate portrait of three generations 
caught up in the whirlwind of history. It is 
also a remarkable narrative spanning one 
hundred years, beginning in post-colonial 
Egypt in the 1920s, and then tracing Greece’s 
tumultuous century through Nazi occupation, 
communist resistance, civil war, Cold War 
fracture, fascist dictatorship, socialist revival 
and present-day economic crisis.

The Talisman 
of Happiness
Ada Boni 
COOKING
Thames and Hudson - 
$110.00
...........................................................

Known in Italy as Il 
Talismano della felicita, this compendium 
of definitive regional recipes quickly became 
the perfect wedding gift: a talisman of luck for 
newlyweds beginning their life together and 
passed down for generations as the definitive 
source for classic dishes. It is considered a 
national treasure in Italy and has sold more 
than one million copies over the last century.
This landmark first ever English edition of the 
complete work has been carefully translated 
to preserve the spirit and warmth of the 
original and includes over 1700 recipes that 
catalogue all the flavours and traditions that 
define Italian cuisine. 
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Salata
Michael Rantissi 
and Kristy 
Frawley
COOKING 
Murdoch - $39.99   
............................................................

More than 90 healthy 
recipes celebrating 
the classic flavours 

of Greece, Italy, Türkiye and beyond. Salata 
evokes the Mediterranean with delicious 
and nourishing salads that are meals in their 
own right. The stunning recipes in this book 
champion seasonal veg-forward produce and 
are perfectly adaptable for two or eighty.

Giants		
Jem Cresswell	
PHOTOGRAPHY	
New South – $49.99

......................................................

A photographic 
celebration of 
one of nature’s 

most majestic creatures. Over a five-year 
period, photographer and filmmaker Jem 
Cresswell took more than 11 000 images 
of the humpback whale, in Tongan waters. 
In a powerful combination of photography 
and storytelling, Cresswell selects the most 
striking of these images to document the awe-
inspiring behaviour of one of nature’s largest 
mammals.

Always You
Chloe Fisher 
MEMOIR
Hachette - $36.99
..........................................................

From the creator of 
Darling, Shine! comes 
an unforgettable 

memoir about fertility, family, grief and 
love. Growing up on the Northern Beaches 
of Sydney, Chloe Chapman thought her life 
would unfold close to home, surrounded by 
childhood friends and familiar shores. All 
that changed when she met pro-surfer Paul 
Fisher. Life looked golden. But behind the 
scenes, Chloe carried a quiet ache: all she ever 
wanted was to be a mum. Whether you’re in 
the depths of trying to conceive, supporting 
someone who is or simply searching for hope 
- this book is for you.

Book of Lives 	
Margaret 
Atwood	
MEMOIR		
Chatto and Windus - 
$69.99

.........................................................

Raised by 
scientifically minded 
parents, Atwood 

spent most of each year in the wild forest 
of northern Quebec, a vast playground for 
her entomologist father and independent, 
resourceful mother. It was an unfettered 
and nomadic childhood, sometimes isolated 
but also thrilling and beautiful. From this 
unconventional start, Atwood unfolds the 
story of her life, linking key moments to the 
books that have shaped our literary landscape, 
politically, socially, environmentally.

Bread of 
Angels 
Patti Smith
MEMOIR	 	
Bloomsbury - $34.99
...........................................................

God whispers 
through a crease in 
the wallpaper, writes 
Patti Smith in this 
indelible account 

of her life as an artist. The most intimate of 
Smith’s memoirs, Bread of Angels takes us 
through her teenage years where the first 
glimmers of art and romance take hold. She 
talks of her one true love, Fred Sonic Smith, 
and of her profound losses, the grief and 
gratitude braided through years of caring for 
her children, rebuilding her life and, finally, 
writing again. In the final pages, we meet 
Patti on the road, the vagabond who travels to 
commune with herself, who lives to write and 
writes to live.

Lankan 
Filling 		
O Tama Carey	
COOKING		
Hardie Grant – $55.00

.........................................................

O Tama Carey 
continues the journey 
from her acclaimed 
debut Lanka Food. 

Building on her deep-rooted knowledge of Sri 
Lankan culinary traditions, Carey presents a 
vibrant, playful collection of dishes that blend 
tradition with modern creativity. Inviting 
readers to explore her diverse and imaginative 
creations, each recipe reflects her passion for 
flavour and her commitment to making food 
both delicious and enjoyable.
 

Gather Up 
Your World 
in One Long 
Breath
S. Shakthidharan
MEMOIR		
Thames and Hudson - 
$34.99
............................................................

Shakthi lives with his 
family in the house his great-grandparents 
built in Colombo, Sri Lanka, before the civil 
war. Carried across the seas to Australia, 
on the strength of his grandmother’s will, 
this house breathes the joy and grief that 
has passed through generations. And it’s 
here Shakthi writes about the people he 
loves, all of whom come together to form 
a portrait of Shakthi himself. Gather Up 
Your World in One Long Breath is a story of 
fallibility, forgiveness and grace. It’s a paean 
to fatherhood and family, and the love and 
conflicts that make us.

The Seven 
Rules of Trust
Jimmy Wales
BUSINESS	
Bloomsbury - $36.99
.............................................................

When Jimmy Wales 
founded Wikipedia 
more than two decades 
ago, he changed 
the landscape of 

knowledge, although almost no one realised 
it at the time. Today, people view Wikipedia 
11 billion times every month in the English 
language alone. But in our ‘post-truth’ era, 
where the internet is a sea of disinformation 
and facts are increasingly malleable, Wales 
reminds us that it’s more important than ever 
to return to the problem at the heart of it all: 
that without trust, we have no knowledge. 
Without knowledge, we can’t fight back.

Sunshine 
Lemons and 
Sea Salt
Donna Hay 
COOKING		
4th Estate - $55
............................................................

Donna’s most beautiful 
book yet, this is 
fresh, sun-drenched 

and zingy summer food made for sharing. 
Featuring vibrant seasonal produce, delicious 
flavours and easy cooking, set against the 
stunning backdrop of the sparkling Sydney 
Harbour. Bringing us into her own home 
and kitchen, Donna creates no-fuss meals for 
her family and celebrates special times with 
friends. Find recipe inspiration for quick and 
easy weeknight dinners guaranteed to please; 
long, lazy summer afternoon catch-ups; 
casual beach dinners, and stunning garden tea 
parties. 

Fusao
Ixta Belfrage
COOKING
Ebury  – $65.00
............................................................

Ixta Belfrage has made 
a name for herself as 
one of the most exciting 
young talents in the food 
industry. In FUSÃO 
(translating to fusion 

in Portuguese), she brings all her signature 
creativity and flair to the food of her mother’s 
homeland, Brazil. Think Duck in golden tomato 
broth and Papaya & chocolate cake with citrus 
honey glaze. Stunning photography and personal 
stories intertwine with vibrant recipes for food to 
share, excite and inspire.

City, Coast 
and Country: 
Australian 
Interiors 
by Adelaide 
Bragg
Adelaide Bragg 
INTERIORS		
Thames and Hudson - 
$90

.........................................................................................................................

Raised on a vast sheep and cattle station in 
the Upper Hunter Valley of New South Wales, 
Adelaide’s sensitivity to colour, texture and 
light was shaped by the Australian landscape. 
Her mother’s English-style garden, which 
skirted the family homestead, offered 
an alternative colour palette. Her design 
language draws on this duality, where earthy, 
antipodean tones meet the softness of curated 
florals. Written by Robyn Lea and featuring 
her photographs alongside superb images by 
Lisa Cohen, the book is a curated collection of 
interiors, from clifftop coastal retreats to rural 
homesteads or elegant city residences.

Strong Ground
Brene Brown 
WELLNESS		
Vermillion  - $49.99
.............................................................

Brené Brown returns 
with an urgent 
call to reimagine 
the essentials of 
courageous leadership. 
In a time when 

uncertainty runs deep and bluster, hubris 
and even cruelty are increasingly framed 
as acceptable leadership, Brown delivers 
practical, actionable insights that illuminate 
the mindsets and skills essential to reclaiming 
focus and driving growth through connection, 
discipline and accountability.

Ankami		
Debra Dank		
MEMOIR		
Echo $32.99
............................................................

‘Be careful what you 
wish for,’ wrote Aesop, 
‘lest it come true.’ 
Debra Dank visits the 
National Archives, 
hoping to paint a 

fuller picture of her family, to add flesh to the 
name-bones and the few precious stories she 
possessed. What she discovers will shatter 
everything she thought she knew about her 
family and her past.

What a 
Ripper!		
Tim Ross 
DESIGN
Murdoch - $39.99

.............................................................

Comedian and self-
described design 
nerd Tim Ross takes 

a nostalgic look at classic objects from the 
Stackhat to the Speedo. Remember traipsing 
to the caravan-park toilet with a Dolphin 
torch at night or indulging in crème de 
menthe from a Regis glass? A celebration 
of 60 objects that were designed and made 
in Australia, equal parts retro-design, 
pop-culture treasure trove and nostalgic 
adventure.

Baking and 
the Meaning 
of Life
Helen Goh 
COOKING 
Murdoch Books - $55
.............................................................

No one knows the 
‘why’ or ‘how’ of baking 

better than Helen Goh, recipe developer 
with Yotam Ottolenghi for more than a 
decade, co-author of bestselling books Sweet 
and Comfort, food columnist for the Good 
Weekend, The Guardian and Observer, and 
practising psychologist. In this, her first solo 
cookbook, Helen draws on her upbringing in 
Malaysia and Australia, her acclaimed work 
with Ottolenghi and her psychology training 
to share her distinctive approach to baking 
with 100 delicious sweet and savoury bakes.
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I’m Very Busy
Oliver Jeffers
PICTURE BOOK 
Harper Collins - $24.99   
............................................................

A poignant, laugh-out-
loud story about our 
busy lives and how we 
can fix our mistakes. 
It’s Bridget’s birthday, 

and she thinks it would be fun to spend the 
day with friends. But Royal has places to go, 
Rodney has to see a man about a dog, Regis 
has to wash his hair and Pearl has a list of 
items she needs to cross off as quickly as she 
can. Bridget’s friends are all too busy to hang 
out. In a story that shows how friends are 
more important than the ‘busy-ness’ of a day, 
Oliver Jeffers’s bold and brilliant art pairs 
with a powerful story to make readers realise 
what truly matters.

Hansel and 
Gretel	
Stephen King 
and Maurice 
Sendak	
PICTURE BOOK	
Hodder -  $45

.........................................................................................................................

The classic, haunting tale of two brave 
children lost in an eerie and dangerous forest, 
reimagined by literary legends Stephen King 
and Maurice Sendak. Together they guide you 
into this most deliciously daring rendition of 
the traditional Grimm fairy tale. But will you 
find your way out? 

Santa & Son
David Walliams
FICTION 8-12yo	
Harper Collins - $22.99 
...........................................................

It’s Christmas Eve. In 
the most famous toy 
shop in the world, a 
robbery is underway. 
The shop’s Santa and 
his son are locked 

inside with the baddies. Can our heroes 
stop them, using just the toys in the shop as 
weapons? Pogo sticks! Bouncy balls! Remote-
controlled helicopters! Bubble guns! Slime! 
Slinkies! Stink bombs!

Spud and 
Snowball and 
the Fancy 
Fish 	
Judith Rossell	
FICTION 5-8yo	
ABC Books - $15.99

..........................................................

Every day, Spud 
and Snowball lie on the couch and watch 
TV. When they see an ad for Fancy Fish, 
the two cats work out a way to have this 
new food delivered to their doorstep. What 
arrives is totally unexpected. Can Spud and 
Snowball outwit this loud, bossy and very 
fancy intruder? From the bestselling, award-
winning creator Judith Rossell, a cheeky tale 
that will have young readers giggling.

Frances 
Bloom #1 
Katrina 
Nannestad
FICTION 5-8yo 	
Harper Collins - $17.99
.........................................................

Frances Bloom lives 
alone in a cottage by 
the sea. She’s having 

a marvellous time until her nasty teacher, Ms 
Thistle, learns there is nobody looking after 
her. Frances needs to find a family, quick 
smart, or she’ll be sent away to Bleak Island 
Home for Unwanted Children and Dogs. 
As hard as Frances looks, no one meets her 
high standards ... until she stumbles across 
a large, honey-coloured bear raiding the 
rubbish bins ... and a garden gnome fishing 
in the flowerbed. Welcome, Grandma Maude 
and Grandpa Harold! Together, this strange 
trio creates a new family, writing their own 
rules with each misadventure. Delight in the 
cheeky antics of eight-year-old Frances Bloom 
with multi-award-winning Australian author 
Katrina Nannestad.

Little Cloud 	
Heidi McKinnon	
PICTURE BOOK	
Hardie Grant – $19.99

...........................................................

It’s a sunny day, 
and Little Cloud is out to play. Don’t go 
too high, Little Cloud. Young readers will 
love adventuring with Little Cloud in this 
irresistible, original board book from award-

winning creator Heidi McKinnon (Floof, I 
Just Ate My Friend). With sweetly rhyming 
text and delightfully cosy illustrations, Little 
Cloud’s ‘gentle peril’ story has just enough 
drama to satisfy babies and toddlers without 
being too scary, and plenty of snuggles and 
sunshine at the end!

Before you 
Close your 
Eyes
Scott Stuart and 
Jess Racklyeft
PICTURE BOOK	

Hardie Grant  - $24.99
.........................................................................................................................

From bestselling author Scott Stuart and 
award-winning illustrator Jess Racklyeft 
comes your family’s new bedtime ritual.
With its gentle lullaby-like text and warm, 
comforting art, Before You Close Your Eyes 
encourages children to reflect on their day, be 
proud of what they have achieved and let go 
of the things they can’t control as they head 
off to sleep.

Always 
Remember
Charlie Mackesy
ILLUSTRATED 
FICTION	
Ebury - $49.99
............................................................

Charlie Mackesy’s four 
unlikely friends are 

wandering through the wilds again. They’re 
not sure what they are looking for. They do 
know that life can be difficult, but that they 
love each other, and cake is often the answer. 
When the dark clouds come, can the boy 
remember what he needs to get through the 
storm? The hugely anticipated new book from 
Charlie Mackesy, revisiting the much-loved 
world of The Boy, the Mole, the Fox and the 
Horse, the bestselling adult non-fiction book 
of all time, with over ten million readers 
around the world.

Runt and the 
Diabolical 
Dognapping
Craig Silvey 
FICTION - 8-12yo	
Allen and Unwin - 
$26.99
...........................................................

Six weeks have passed 
since Annie Shearer 

and Runt competed valiantly at the Krumpets 
Dog Show. The town of Upson Downs is 
rejuvenated. The grass is green. The rivers 
are flowing. And a Tournament of Champions 
has just been announced, with the world’s 
best canine talent invited to showcase their 
skills in the Grand Ballroom of the abandoned 
Robert-Barren estate. But as preparations for 
the event get underway, Runt mysteriously 
goes missing; a trail of suspicious clues 
surround his doghouse. Annie’s worst fears 
are confirmed when she discovers a ransom 
note with a peculiar demand. She must win to 
see her friend again. 

Impossible 
Creatures #2: 
The Poisoned 
King
Katherine Rundell
FICTION 8-12yo
Bloomsbury - $18.99
..............................................................

The unmissable 
new story in the 

No.1 Sunday Times bestselling Impossible 
Creatures series, for fans of Philip Pullman, 
Percy Jackson and Skandar. When 
Christopher Forrester is unexpectedly woken 
by a miniature dragon chewing on his face, 
his heart leaps for joy. For months he’s 
dreamed of returning to the Archipelago – the 
secret islands where all the creatures of myth 
still live. But he did not know it would involve 
a rescue mission on the back of a sphinx, or 
a plan to enter a dragon’s lair. Nor did he 
imagine it would involve a girl with a flock of 
birds at her side, a new-hatched chick in her 
pocket and a ravenous hunger for justice.

Providing reliable insurance 
solutions for over 40 years.

www.bjins.com.au   |  (02) 9918 6744

Proudly based in Avalon Beach, we offer a premium insurance solution and 
provide financial security to individuals and small to medium sized businesses. Business 

Insurance
Personal 

Insurance

You’re in safe hands with 
Barrenjoey Insurance Brokers
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The Lone 
Husky
Hannah Gold 
FICTION 8-12yo
Harper Collins – $17.99   
...........................................................

April Wood is no 
stranger to adventure. 
After all, she lives in 
the Arctic and her 

best friend is a polar bear. But when April 
finds herself volunteering for the Polar Race 
– a long-distance dog sled race across the 
frozen tundra – even she wonders if this may 
be an adventure too far. April will need all 
the help she can get if she’s to make it to the 
finish line. And competition is fierce – with 
experienced dog sledders, including new boy 
Finn, who will go to any lengths to win.But 
April has something the other teams don’t: 
Blaze, a solitary husky with a troubled past, 
who may just prove to be her secret weapon…
With illustrations by the award-winning Levi 
Pinfold, The Lone Husky is a breathtaking 
adventure that will take readers on an 
unforgettable journey through the Arctic and 
reunite them with some beloved characters..

Hello Cocky
Hilary Bell and 
Antonia Pesenti
PICTURE BOOK 
Scribe – $27.99   
...........................................................

Follow Australia’s 
most mischievous 
bird in this exuberant 
celebration of the 
cockatoo. Who 

rules the skies from back garden to bush, 
Launching from trees with a screech and 
a whoosh? Bossy and smart, loves to put 
on a show, Who could it be now? Why, 
Cocky - hello! With playful rhyming text and 
bold, graphic illustrations, award-winning 
creators Hilary Bell and Antonia Pesenti 
celebrate the unique spirit and curiosity of the 
cockatoo.

The First 
State of Being
Erin Entrada 
Kelly 
FICTION 8-12yo
Harper Collins – $17.99   
...........................................................

It’s August 1999. 
For twelve-year-old 
Michael Rosario, 

life at Fox Run Apartments in Red Knot, 
Delaware, is as ordinary as ever—except for 
the looming Y2K crisis and his overwhelming 
crush on his sixteen-year-old babysitter, 
Gibby. But when a disoriented teenage 
boy named Ridge appears out of nowhere, 
Michael discovers there is more to life than 
stockpiling supplies and pining over Gibby.
It turns out that Ridge is carefree, confident, 
and bold, things Michael wishes he could be. 
Unlike Michael, however, Ridge isn’t where 
he belongs. Then Ridge reveals that he’s the 
world’s first time traveler.

Your Places: A 
box set
Jon Klassen 
PICTURE BOOK 
Walker Books – $44.99   

.........................................................................................................................

From the incomparable Jon Klassen, a trio of 
companion board books for the youngest of 
children. With a minimal tableau of familiar 
objects and a gentle rhythm suited for reading 
aloud, a farm, a forest and an island are 
assembled with all their items, ending with 
bedtime as the sun goes down. These are 
places for a young child to have whenever 
they want to go there. This trio of board 
books, focusing on safe spaces, comfort, and 
imagination, signals new ground for Jon 
Klassen, even as peculiar touches of whimsy 
stamp them as iconically his. 

Song of a 
Thousand 
Seas 
Zana Fraillon
FICTION 8-12yo 
UQP – $14.99   
...........................................................

Houdini the octopus 
lives in an aquarium, 
but she misses her 

home in the wild Sea. She doesn’t like the 
visitors who bang on her tank. Or the way 
she can’t feel the sun on her skin or the wind 
rippling the water. It’s a dull existence for a 
creature with nine brains. Then one day she 
meets someone who is different to the other 
visitors. Juno’s busy brain buzzes with so 
many questions and thoughts that Houdini’s 
skin tingles with wonder. But the singing of 
the Sea is growing stronger and harder to 
resist. Can Houdini make Juno understand 
what she needs before it’s too late?

Millie Mak 
Makes her 
Mark 
Alice Pung 
FICTION 8-12yo
Harper Collins – 
$24.99   
...........................................................

Millie Mak and her 
friends are trying to start a business creating 
and selling their upcycled designs. But it’s 
school holidays, and looking after their 
annoying younger siblings is really slowing 
them down.Meanwhile, Millie’s friend Veesa 
wonders whether she should continue to help 
her mother work. Veesa’s mother sews fast 
fashion and Veesa feels worried and guilty 
about its impact on the planet. Can Millie 
and her mates resolve these dilemmas? And 
can Millie overcome her own challenges 
and learn how to make her mark? From the 
creators of Millie Mak the Maker and Millie 
Mak the Mender, comes the third inspiring 
book celebrating the joy of creativity and the 
immense power of friendship.

Sophia and 
Gracie to the 
Rescue 
Kate Waterhouse 
PICTURE BOOK 
Penguin – $19.99   
...........................................................

Sophia is the fastest 
horse in town, winning race after race! But 
amidst the glamour and thrills, something is 
missing for Sophia. A holiday break with her 
friend, Princess Gracie, could be just the what 
they both need . . . but when disaster strikes, 
the ponies learn to be true to themselves, 
joining in to help save the day!

Childish 
Morris Gletizman 
FICTION 8-12yo
Penguin – $16.99   
.............................................................

A funny story about 
kids fixing things.
And having a crack 
at solving a big 
problem using only a 

really good friendship and the world’s best 
dumplings and a thousand kilos of plasticine. 
Like we’re doing now.

Unicornia: 
The Frozen 
Palace 
Ana Punset 
FICTION 5-8yo
Walker Books – $12.99   
...........................................................

Welcome to the 
magical school where 
you’ll learn spells, 

potions and everything you need to know 
about Unicorns! Claudia and her friends 
are on a school trip to the Frozen Palace – a 
wonderland of ice unicorns and everlasting 
snow! But they soon get lost within the 
glistening walls. And is the Palace starting 
to melt. Get ready for a frosty adventure 
sparkling with wintry magic, snowflakes and 
unicorns.

The Junkyard 
Fairies: Fight 
Frost 
Edwina Wyatt 
FICTION 5-8yo
Walker Books – $19.99   
...........................................................

The third title in the 
Junkyard Fairies 

series full of magic, charm, mischief and 
mayhem. Fur, Tip and Nug are junkyard 
fairies. They are messy, bossy and never 
eat their vegetables. Determined not to 
sleep through winter in their picnic basket 
home, the fairies fill their days with sled 
races, making junk soup and rescuing an 
abominable snowrat. Join them as they 
navigate life in the chill of winter, wait for the 
thaw of spring, and learn about letting go.

Porridge 
Please!  
Laura Mucha
PICTURE BOOK
Walker Books – $19.99   
...........................................................

A laugh-out-loud, 
modern fairy tale 

featuring all your favourite characters and 
one little bear who just wants the hullabaloo 
to stop so he can read his book in peace! 
All day long, fairy tale characters have been 
knocking on Bear’s door. They all want his 
scrumptious porridge. But Bear just wants 
to read his brand new book. A book about 
problem solving, the love of books … and 
porridge!

Stuck 
Kayla Miller
GRAPHIC NOVEL
Walker Books – $18.99   
...........................................................

The New York Times 
bestselling author-
illustrator of the 
Click graphic novel 
series and coauthor 
of the Besties series, 

returns with a new Olive story! Olive’s hopes 
for a relaxing two weeks at Camp Acorn Lake 
are challenged when two of her friends stop 
speaking to each other. A storm is brewing—
in the skies and in Olive’s friend group. Olive 
is excited to reunite with Max and Bree at 
Camp Acorn Lake, but the buses have barely 
pulled away when her two closest camp 
friends start fighting...and it’s not just a little 
squabble. They refuse to speak to each other 
and, even worse, try to make Olive choose 
sides. Any attempt to smooth things over 
seems to aggravate them more, leaving Olive 
stuck in the middle. With Willow enjoying her 
busy activity and social schedule, Olive has 
no choice but to spend most of her time with 
unhappy first-time camper Nat. It’s far from 
the fun-filled, sun-filled summer she had 
planned.

The 
Incredible 3D 
Bug Hunt 
Peggy Nille
CHILDREN’S NON-FIC

 Thames and Hudson 
– $34.99   
...........................................................

Little Ladybird is 
bored, so she decides 

to go and see the world and make new 
friends. She meets some colourful beetles 
along the way and is rescued from a big bird 
by some mantises in a tropical forest. There’s 
no stopping Little Ladybird and her new 
friends as they meet spiders, butterflies, frogs 
and other little creatures, each more beautiful 
and fascinating than the last. Little Ladybird 
soon realises that the world is full of wonders: 
‘Nature really is an artist!’ Clever 3D glasses 
will offer young readers a joyful and dynamic 
hunt among the jungle and its inhabitants!

The Kerfuffle 
Clotilde Perrin
PICTURE BOOK
Gecko – $29.99   
...........................................................

A picture book in 
which a dog and cat, 
fed up with living side 
by side, build a wall 
between them—until a 
new friend and a new 

idea bring it tumbling joyfully down. Kitty 
and Pup were happy living next door until 
a misunderstanding caused a real kerfuffle! 
Now they can’t stand each other any longer 
so start to build a wall between their gardens. 
The wall goes up and up and up. One day a 
funny rabbit pops its head over. But whose 
garden will this new friend play in?  From the 
creator of sensational interactive lift-the-flap 
books about fairy tales and adventures comes 
a delightfully simple story about getting along 
with friends, which doesn’t put the lid on 
pandemonium.

Lamberto 
Lamberto 
Lamberto 
Gianni Rodari
PICTURE BOOK
Enchanted lion – 
$39.99   
...........................................................

From Gianni Rodari, 
the father of modern Italian children’s 
literature. Baron Lamberto is very old, very 
rich, and very sick. He lives in a villa on a 
private island in the middle of Lake Orta, 
tended to by his trusty butler, Anselmo, 
who keeps track of the baron’s 24 maladies, 
24 banks, and endless eccentricities. After 
a mysterious trip to Egypt, the baron hires 
six people to take up residence in the attic 
of his villa. Their only task? To repeat his 
name, “Lamberto, Lamberto, Lamberto,” 
throughout the day. Why? Lamberto, 
Lamberto, Lamberto is a thoroughly 
enjoyable, deeply thought-provoking read. 
While it playfully skewers the absurdities 
of the rich, the bureaucracy, the media, and 
more, it also encourages readers to liberate 
their imaginations, to expect the unexpected, 
and to embrace the kind of possibilities that 
normally only happen in fairy tales.
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PartyPooper: 
Diary of a 
Wimpy Kid 
#20
Jeff Kinney	
FICTION 8-12yo	
Puffin – $14.99   
..........................................................

It’s Greg’s birthday—
and you’re invited to the chaos. Greg Heffley 
is planning the ultimate party—for himself. 
But when the guest list grows, the decorations 
flop, and the surprises backfire, this birthday 
bash turns into a total blowout—just not the 
kind Greg had in mind. Packed with cake 
disasters, family fiascos, and classic Wimpy 
Kid humour. 

The Court 
of the Dead: 
From the 
World of 
Percy Jackson
Rick Riordan 
and  Mark Oshiro 
FICTION 8-12yo
Puffin - $27.99   

.........................................................................................................................

From #1 bestseller Rick Riordan and 
award-winner Mark Oshiro, a new Percy 
Jackson World novel featuring fan-favourite 
characters Nico and Will.  It’s been three 
months since demigod boyfriends Nico 
di Angelo and Will Solace returned from 
Tartarus, and there hasn’t been a single quest 
for them in all that time. So, when Nico’s 
half sister Hazel asks them to come to Camp 
Jupiter to help with an ‘issue’, Nico shadow-
jumps at the chance to do something. 

Bluey: 
The Sign
PICTURE BOOK	
Puffin - $19.99   
..........................................................

Join Bluey and her 
family in their biggest 
adventure ever. When 
a For Sale sign pops 
up in the front yard, 

Bluey, Bingo and their cousins try to stop the 
house from selling. But they need Frisky’s 
help and they can’t find her! Will everything 
work out so that Bluey and Bingo can stay or 
will they have to move? A deluxe hardback 
comic-style chapter book based on the Bluey 
global sensation The Sign.

Our Islands 
Yuval Zommer 
PICTURE BOOK
Thames and Hudson - 
$29.99   
...........................................................

Come on a voyage 
of discovery to 
our world’s most 
remarkable islands. 

From the bubbling volcanoes of Hawaii to 
the frozen seas of the Antarctic, from the 
towering Moai statues of Easter Island to 
swirling Northern Lights in the skies above 
Svalbard and the ice caves on Mount Erebus. 
Combined with visits to old pirate hide-outs, 
colourful carnivals, windswept cliffs and 
untouched rainforests, this breathtaking tour 
of our planet’s most remarkable islands is the 
perfect read for young explorers and budding 
environmentalists alike.

Bored
Felicia 
Sala	
PICTURE BOOK	
Hardie Grant - $24.99  
........................................................

Rita is bored. So, so, 
so bored. Flopped 
in her bedroom, 
limp and tragic, 
Rita tries everything 

to cure her malaise. But time drags on, and 
there she remains, catatonic with boredom. If 
only there were a special place, a non-boring 
place just for bored people. From boredom to 
inspiration in this clever story from a much-
loved creator. 

The 
Friendship 
Book
Zanni Louise 
and Nicky 
Johnston	
PICTURE BOOK	
Walker Books - $24.99  

.........................................................................................................................

How do we find friends, make friends or be 
a friend? Zanni Louise and Nicky Johnston 
weave a story of building friendship and 
community through kindness, inclusion and 
imagination in this delightful journey through 
a day of meeting, greeting, laughing and 
playing together. A perfect gift for every child, 
whether moving to a new neighbourhood, 
starting school, or starting a new class.

Lost 
Evangeline
Kate 
DiCamillo	
FICTION 8-12 	 	
Walker Books - $24.99  
............................................................

When a shoemaker 
discovers a tiny girl 
(as small as a mouse!) 
in his shop, he takes 

her in, names her Evangeline, and raises her 
as his own. But the shoemaker’s wife fears 
that Evangeline has bewitched her husband, 
so banishes the little girl. Evangeline finds 
herself far from home, a tiny girl lost in the 
wide world. But she is brave and resourceful, 
and with the help of a disdainful and self-
satisfied cat – she may just find her way 
again...

The Keeper of 
the Octopus
Neridah 
McMullin	
FICTION 8-12yo	

	 Walker Books - $17.99  
...........................................................

Engaging, heartfelt 
and imaginative - 
magical realism from 

the award-winning author of Evie and Rhino. 
Since her father sailed away, Uncle Isaac 
is the only family Pippy has left. Together 
they spend their days fishing off the coast, 
until one day Pippy is knocked into the sea 
and rescued by a gentle, giant creature.
Uncle Isaac knows it’s time to tell Pippy the 
truth. Pippy is the descendent of a long line 
of Keepers – the Keeper of the Octopus, 
responsible for the giant octopus who protects 
the fisherfolk of the village.

N O R T H E R N  B E A C H E S  T O U R P H O T O G R A P H Y

Get a fully tailored tour of Sydney’s Northern Beaches. Travelling in a 
1979 VW Kombi, we will take you on a full-day tour to some key and 

unique parts of Sydney’s Northern Beaches that many tourists 
(and even Sydneysiders) never get to experience.

Our driver has lived on the Beaches for over 25 years, and would love to 
share with you some of his favourite spots.

Do you have a one-off event, special occasion, or project you’d like 
photographed. Our principal photographer, William, thrives on variety 
and gets immense joy from capturing moments that become great 

memories for our customers.

Maybe you want candid shots at a function, photos of your daughter or 
son motor-racing, night-time shots of your favourite locations.  Let us 
know what you would like and we will work our hardest to achieve it.

William loves variety, so drop us an email or give us a call and let’s talk 
about what you really, really, really want! 

E: robert.bespokeEXP@gmail.com  |  M: 0414 208 882

N O R T H E R N  B E A C H E S  T O U R P H O T O G R A P H Y

N O R T H E R N  B E A C H E S  T O U R P H O T O G R A P H Y
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https://deepnorth.au/


Bookoccino has an 
exceptional reputation 
for diverse, exciting and 
world-class events. We 
draw authors from all over 
the world to share stories 
and ideas at sold out show, 
most of them against the 
stunning backdrop of 
Avalon Beach.  
This Summer we present an 
unmissable event for anyone and 
everyone interested in the political 
powers at play in our world. Trump 
has radically altered the landscape. 
We have assembled an all-star panel 
to discuss: Pulitzer Prize-winning 
author and journalist Geraldine 
Brooks; Bruce Wolpe, author of What 
Trump’s Second Term means for 
Australia; Jane Perlez, former Beijing 

bureau chief for the New York Times, 
now host of award winning podcast 
FaceOff: The Us vs China and Nick 
Bryant, award-winning journalist and 
author of The Forever War. It is sure 
to sell out quickly, so get your tickets 
now. 

This summer Bookoccino presents four 
authors at the inaugural Deep North 
Festival, from the 5th to the 7th of 
December, including environmental 
activist and former politician Bob 
Brown, in conversation with his friend, 
Pulitzer Prize winner and Northern 
Beaches local Geraldine Brooks. 

On Sunday 7 Drusilla Modjeska 
presents A Woman’s Eye: Her Art 
in conversation with Julie Rrap. 
Drusilla is a national treasure, her 
artistic biography Stravinsky’s Lunch 
absolutely unforgettable. 

Greg Weight has lived among and 
photographed Sydney’s bohemian 
set for 4 decades. His portraits of 
Brett Whiteley, Margaret Olley, John 
Olsen and Martin Sharp are essential 
records of a culture and a way of life 
that warrants preservation. He joins us 
instore on the 6th December 

On Sunday morning the 7th of 
December Andrew Skeoch takes us 
on a Deep Listening journey through 
birdsong. 

One of Australia’s finest sound 
recordists, his presentations are a 
magical listening experience.  

Speaking to the diversity of 
Bookoccino’s offering we also 
host regular cacao ceremonies, an 
opportunity to slow down and connect 
with the heart. 

And don’t forget Bookoccino trivia, 
famous among locals and unlike any 
other. Raucous fun with friends, guest 
DJ Darren Todd and the world’s most 
charmismatic host Amanda Maple 
Brown. True community fun.  

We look forward to seeing 
you at an event soon, 		 				  

Sally, Ray and the 
Bookoccino team

SUNDAY 23RD NOVEMBER 2025
12PM 
Avalon Surf Life Saving Club

BRYAN BROWN IN CONVERSATION WITH MATILDA 
BROWN
Join us for a lively Sunday lunch event with Australian icon Bryan Brown and his daughter Matilda 
Brown, as they chat about his new coastal thriller, The Hidden.

TICKETS: $50

Includes light lunch

FRIDAY 28TH NOVEMBER 2025
5.30PM
Bookoccino

BOOKOCCINO TRIVIA
Join us for an evening of fun with friends. We promise laughs, great music, good vibes and generous 
prizes.

TICKETS – $20

Tables of 6. Either create your own 
group or buy individual tickets and 
we will assign you. 

SATURDAY 6TH DECEMBER 2025
12.30PM 
The Deep North Town Tent 

DEFIANCE: BOB BROWN IN CONVERSATION WITH 
GERALDINE BROOKS
 Environmental Activist, Founder of the Foundation named in his honour, Bob Brown sits down with 
Pulitzer Prize winning writer Geraldine Brooks, to dicuss his life in environmental activism.

TICKETS – $45

Presented by Bookoccino for        
The Deep North Festival

SATURDAY 6TH DECEMBER 2025
6PM 
Bookoccino

GREG WEIGHT ON HIS MEMOIR EXPOSURE 
Acclaimed photographer Greg Weight explores five decades of Australia’s bohemian art world. Through 
his lens and stories encountering icons including Brett Whiteley, Margaret Olley, Tracey Moffatt, 
Jeffrey Smart and others. An intimate memoir of artists and moments that shaped our culture.

TICKETS: FREE 

Presented by Bookoccino for        
The Deep North Festival

SUNDAY 7TH DECEMBER 2025 
3.30PM 
Avalon Surf Life Saving Club

DRUSILLA MODJESKA WITH JULIE RRAP
Drusilla Modjeska is in conversation with contemporary artist Julie Rrap for her book A Woman’s Eye, 
Her Art. Together they look back to the lives and art of European modernist women who recast the 
ways in which women’s bodies could be seen. 

TICKETS – $30

Presented by Bookoccino for        
The Deep North Festival

SUNDAY 7TH DECEMBER 2025
9AM 
Avalon Surf Life Saving Club

DEEP LISTENING TO NATURE 
How can we engage our hearing to connect more deeply to nature around us?. Andrew Skeoch delivers 
an inspiring audiovisual presentation for anyone curious about nature and our relationship with it. 
You’ll hear the environment around you in a radically inspiring way.

TICKETS – FREE

Presented by Bookoccino for        
The Deep North Festival

SUNDAY 18TH JANUARY 2026
5–7PM 
Avalon Surf Life Saving Club

THE WORLD IN THE TIME OF TRUMP
Join an outstanding panel to discuss and analyse the effect Trump is having across world politics, 
media and democracy.

TICKETS – $55
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2025 EVENTS WRAP UP

Another year full 
of incredible event 
highlights and big wins for 
Bookoccino.
It was an incredible honour and 
privilege to this year host over 20 
incredible writers, thinkers and 
speakers to discuss big books and 
inventive ideas on the Bookoccino 
stage. 

As anyone who has attended a 
Bookoccino event knows, these are 
vibrant and stimulating occasions, 
often hosted at Avalon Surf Club with 
stunning views of the beach and a 
refined casual atmosphere.  

This year we were joined by one of 
our heroes, Philippe Sands. Lawyer, 
historian, writer, and possibly the 
model for a Le Carre character, 
Philippe discussed his new book 

38 Londres Street with the 
incomparable Richard Fidler. 
You could hear a pin drop. 

The same could be said at 
another event, also with our 
dear Friend Richard Fidler 
(we love you). Magnetic and 
beyond inspiring, Gill Hicks 
was last living survivor of the 
London train bombings. What 
a woman, what an incredible 
perspective on life. It was such 
an honour to host you Gill. We 
hope the return to London was 
everything you hoped and more.

It was a moving meeting 
between Secret River author 
Kate Grenville and Miles 
Franklin shortlisted novelist 
Julie Janson. They met to 
discuss Unsettled, Grenville’s 
unflinching memoir about 
her settler ancestry on the 
same territory that Julie’s 
first nations ancestors were 
displaced. 

Avalon’s art loving community 
came to hear from Christabel 
Blackman, daughter of Charles. 

Her family memoir Charles and 
Barbara Blackman: A Decade of Art 
and Love is a stunning photograpic 
archive, a piece of art history and a 
moving family memoir. 

We enjoyed an lux, intimate evening 
with art curator and consultant Kym 
Elphinstone, learning about collecting 
and curating a home gallery. We all 
know how art magically transforms 
any space. Her book is an essential 
guide. 

The wisdom and vibrant life force 
of Gina Chick was multiplied by the 
addition of her Mum, Suzanne. The 
birth daughter of renowned Australian 
writer Charmian Clift, Suzanne 
discussed her book Searching for 

Charmian, on her adoption, lineage 
and literary leanings. A memorable 
Mother-Daughter conversation. 

We discovered another great memoir 
by Insight host Kumi Taguchi. In 
conversation with Julia Baird she 
discussed family, heritage and history. 
Her book The Good Daughter digs 
deep to understand where we come 
from and where we are going. 

It has been a year of exceptional local 
fiction, and we delighted in some 
fabulous conversations about writing, 
process, inspiration and more with 
Charlotte McConaghey, Debra Oswald, 
Jacqueline Maley, Joanna Nell and 
Catherine McKinnon. We stand by 
each and every novel and we just love 
the smart, funny, intelligent women 
who are writing these great books. 

In current affairs we had one of the 
best panels you could possibly get to 
discuss the climate. Assembled by 
another great friend Marian Wilkinson 
and featuring Professor Lesley Hughes, 
MP Sophie Scamps and journalist 
Margot Saville. It was a disquieting 
and important conversation and we 
highly recommend her Quarterly Essay 
Woodside Vs the Planet to anyone 
seeking to understand the situation.   

Thank you to all our speakers, 
attendees, venues and publishers for 
making our events so wonderful,  	
						    
Sally, Ray and the Bookoccino team

{ SIGN UP } TO OUR 
NEWSLETTER
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Gift For Book Title Author Cost Budget

A Story for 
Everyone

Christmas at Bookoccino
We’re here to help make Christmas joyful, thoughtful and stress-free.

Give better. A book from your local independent bookstore 
supports authors, local jobs and creativity - and will be enjoyed 
long after the tree is packed away.

Gift wrapping. Help us support the Indigenous Literacy 
Foundation (ILF) who provide books and learning resources to 
Indigenous children in remote communities. Make a donation to 
the ILF for Christmas gift wrapping.

Relax with a Coffee. Christmas can be hectic - after shopping, 
come and unwind with the best coffee and cake in Avalon.

Bookoccino Gift Cards. Let your loved ones discover their own 
next great read - available digitally or in-store.

Need a hand choosing? Share a few details about that 
hard to shop for person, and we’ll help you find the 
ideal book.

Shop online. Visit our new, easy-to-navigate online store 
and Click & Collect at your convenience.

Stay inspired. Don’t miss the latest book news, reviews, 
new releases and festive ideas - subscribe to our 
newsletter to stay in the loop.

Save on Books. Join our Frequent Reader Program - 
enjoy 5% discount on books, for every $100 you spend. 
The more you read, the more you save.

bookoccino.com.au

Give your friends and family the gift of an adventure, retreat, escape, romance, 
suspense, or inspiration... give them a book!

Let us help you get organised this holiday season - use our Christmas Book List 
to help you select the perfect read for everyone.


